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Letter from the PresidentLetter from the President

The Kim Koo Professional Series was established in 2015 with generous support from the Kim Koo Foundation in Seoul to educate 

New York professionals on U.S.-Korea relations and wider Korean Peninsula issues. Now entering its 11th year, the Series continues to 

empower Fellows with opportunities to learn, connect, and achieve. 

By cultivating an expanding network of 200+ Fellows, the Series facilitates collaboration and communication between professionals 

across policy, industry, media, nonprofits, and academia. This network of distinguished experts is dedicated to fostering vibrant U.S.-

Korea ties and regional peace and prosperity. 

2026 marks a significant milestone as UNESCO commemorates the 150th anniversary of the birth of Kim Koo, honoring his conviction 

that culture is the ultimate engine for national development, human happiness, and international peace. At The Korea Society, we are 

honored to uphold his legacy by fostering mutual understanding through education and cultural exchange.

A prominent figure in Korean history, Kim Koo served as the President of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea during the 

Japanese colonial era. Though his life was tragically cut short in 1949, his contributions to nation-building and patriotism continue to 

inspire. We remember him, not only as a leader of the independence movement, but as a visionary who saw culture as the foundation 

of a truly great nation.

The Korea Society is proud to work with the Kim Koo Foundation to fulfill our mission in promoting the U.S.-Korea relationship and 

working towards peace, stability, and prosperity in Northeast Asia.

Abraham Kim                  	
President & CEO

The Korea Society                         	
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Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of Kim Koo’s Birth: Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of Kim Koo’s Birth: 
Exhibition Opening & PresentationExhibition Opening & Presentation

The Korea Society was honored to host a special exhibition and presentation honoring the life, enduring vision, and profound legacy of Kim 
Koo—one of the most revered leaders of the Korean independence movement. As a central figure in the Korean independence movement and 
the President of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea, Kim Koo presented a visionary outlook that emphasized national strength 
based on culture rather than military or economic power. To commemorate UNESCO’s designation of 2026 as the 150th anniversary of Kim Koo’s 
birth, The Korea Society offered a unique opportunity to reflect on his legacy through both a visual exhibition and intellectual exchange. 
 
This special event marked the opening of the exhibition, Kim Koo: Dreaming of Peace Through the Power of Culture, and featured a 
presentation prepared by The Association of Commemorative Service for Patriot Kim Koo. It also celebrated the 11th anniversary of the Kim Koo 
Professional Series at The Korea Society.  
  
The program featured Dr. Han Kyung-Koo, who served as the Secretary-General of the Korean National Commission for UNESCO and played 
a pivotal role in the 2026 UNESCO designation.  Congratulatory remarks were provided by Her Excellency Kang, Kyung-wha, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Korea to the United States of America, and New Jersey Assemblywoman Ellen Park. A 
congratulatory message from Dr. Kim Mee, Chairperson of the Kim Koo Foundation, was delivered by her daughter and great granddaughter of 
Kim Koo, Ms. Jung Hwa Kim, Director of International Affairs for The Kim Koo Foundation.
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America’s Taiwan Dilemma: 
Allies’ Reactions and 
the Stakes for US Reputation
Mark Christopher
Taiwan Security Monitor 
Non-Resident Fellow

Privileged but Powerless: 
How North Korean Elite Grievances 
Reveal the Regime’s Greatest Weakness
Dr. Jieun Baek
Adjunct Faculty Member
Oxford University’s 
Blavatnik School of Government

The Promised Republic: 
Developmental Society 
and the Making of Modern Seoul
Professor Russell Burge
Korea Foundation Assistant Professor 
of Korean History
Indiana University Bloomington

Claire Ryeong Collin Byun is a Korean-American Master of Science 

candidate in Global Security, Conflict, and Cybercrime at New York 

University, with a B.A. in International Relations. He has built an early 

career at the intersection of international security and public service, 

having served as a Political Affairs Intern at the United Nations Office for 

Disarmament Affairs and as a Mayoral Program Coordinator at the NYC 

Mayor’s Office. He has been deeply involved in Democratic politics and 

has worked across federal and state campaigns, including extensively 

with the Grace Lee campaign to elect the first Korean-American woman 

to the New York State Government. His work spans nuclear policy, AI 

governance, the MENA region and  coordination across local, federal, 

international and diplomatic stakeholders. A multilingual analyst fluent 

in English and French with proficiency in Arabic, Collin brings regional 

expertise across the MENA and a strong commitment to public service 

and bringing multicultural insight into meaningful global action.

Michael Donmoyer is a research analyst in the Regional, Strategy, 

and Policy Analysis Division at CNA, where he specializes in the PLA’s 

modernization and Chinese assessments of US military capabilities. 

His research interests focus on alliance dynamics in Northeast Asia, 

particularly China-North Korea relations and US-Japan-ROK trilateral 

cooperation. As a fellow at the U.S. Army Foreign Military Studies Office, 

he co-authored two reports on Chinese and Russian military influence 

in North Korea. He has also supported research on the status of North 

Korean refugees in China at NKDB and information access inside North 

Korea at Lumen.

Bryanna Entwistle works at the Asia Society Policy Institute in 

New York, where she analyses Southeast Asian security issues and US 

strategy in the Indo-Pacific. Her commentary has been published in 

the South China Morning Post, Straits Times, Channel News Asia, and 

ChinaFile, among other outlets. She holds a bachelor’s degree from 

Dartmouth College and is an incoming Schwarzman Scholar at Tsinghua 

University in Beijing.

SoMi Hyun is a graduate student at the Center for Global Affairs 

at New York University, pursuing a concentration in International 

Relations/Global Futures with a specialization in Data Analytics. 

Her research focuses on South Korea and Northeast Asia, examining 

regional dynamics such as South Korea–Japan economic and political 

cooperation, the future of the Korean Peninsula, and the role of 

cultural soft power and (anti)feminism in East Asian geopolitics. She 

is currently completing a thesis titled The Quadrants of Alignment: 

Strategic Scenarios for ROK–Japan Relations under the Lee–Takaichi 

Administrations, in which she outlines four structured bilateral 

Kim Koo Professional Series Spring 2026Kim Koo Professional Series Spring 2026 PARTICIPANTS

April 23 

May 7 

May 14 
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trajectories and analyzes how the United States, China, and other 

international factors act as key catalysts shaping future relations 

between the two countries.

Joon Pyo Lee is a non-profit consultant working at the intersection of 

public policy, nonprofit strategy, and community engagement. She has 

experience working with government agencies, nonprofit organizations, 

and community based partners, with a focus on building cross sector 

collaborations and advancing public facing programs. Her work centers 

on connecting institutions with communities and supporting initiatives 

that expand access and opportunity.

Aaron Nicholson is a Senior Program Officer at the National 

Committee on U.S.-China Relations, where he works on government 

engagement programs and subnational initiatives. He previously spent 

eight years at China Institute in America, where he was Acting Director 

of Programming and oversaw a wide range of China-focused public 

programs. Nicholson holds a B.A. in East Asian Studies from Johns 

Hopkins University and lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Anton Ponomarenko is an international security researcher and Tokyo 

Foundation for Policy Research 2024 Sylff Fellow. His work focuses on 

China-Russia-DPRK relations, authoritarian cooperation, and asymmetric 

warfare and has appeared in War on the Rocks, 38 North, The Diplomat, 

and Foreign Analysis Magazine. Mr. Ponomarenko is fluent in Russian, 

Ukrainian, Chinese and holds an MA in Regional Studies: East Asia from 

Columbia University. 

Amy Prosser is an Associate Political Affairs Officer within the UN’s 

Northeast Asia and the Pacific Team, Department of Political and 

Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Operations (DPPA-DPO). She has also 

worked for the Office of the Under-Secretary-General for Political and 

Peacebuilding Affairs. Prior to joining the UN, Amy worked as Second 

Secretary (Development), within the Australian Permanent Mission to 

the UN in New York, focusing primarily on issues of climate change and 

the environment, as well as Pacific development issues.

Kat Ray serves as the Program Assistant for Asia at the Henry Luce 

Foundation. She joined the foundation after completing a Fulbright 

scholarship in the North Gyeongsang Province, South Korea, where she 

taught English at two rural middle schools. During her time in Korea, 

she also volunteered at two Fulbright-affiliated nonprofits, working as 

a grant writer and tutoring North Korean defectors. Prior to this, she 

graduated from CUNY Macaulay Honors College at Hunter College with a 

degree in English and Psychology, and a Certificate in Human Rights.

Ruth P. Stevens consults on customer acquisition and retention, and 

teaches marketing at business schools in the U.S. and abroad.  Ruth 

has taught at Columbia and NYU Stern business schools in New York, 

and abroad at Hong Kong UST, Singapore Management University, 

Athens College, San Andres University (Buenos Aires), Jagiellonian 

University (Krakow), ASE (Bucharest) and the Indian Institute of 

Management Bangalore. Ruth is a guest contributor at MarTech, and a 

past contributor at  Biznology, and CustomerThink.  She co-hosted the 

Marketing Legends and Marketing Horizons podcasts. Her newest book 

is B2B Data-Driven Marketing: Sources, Uses, Results.  Ruth held senior 

marketing positions at Time Warner, Ziff-Davis, and IBM and holds an 

MBA from Columbia University.  Learn more at www.ruthstevens.com.

Jennifer Suh is an MIA candidate at Columbia SIPA, concentrating 

in International Security Policy with a focus on East Asia. She served 6 

years as a US Air Force Intelligence Officer with assignments in Texas, 

South Korea, and Italy, during which she deployed, led personnel, and 

provided senior decision-makers with critical geopolitical assessments. 

She continues to serve in the Air Force Reserves while completing her 

studies. Jennifer aims to draw upon her Korean and Mandarin language 

skills, along with her multicultural upbringing in Guam, to foster cross-

cultural connections and advance US engagement in the Indo-Pacific. 

As a Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs Fellow, Jennifer will join the US 

Foreign Service upon graduation. 

Jace White is a Senior Program Officer with the National Committee 

on U.S.-China Relations, focusing on Track II dialogues, the Professional 

Fellows Program, and public programs on U.S.-China military and 

security affairs. He brings a decade of experience leading international 

exchanges and developing peacebuilding initiatives between the U.S. 

and Asia. He holds a master’s degree in international politics and China 

studies from the Hopkins-Nanjing Center and is proficient in Mandarin.

Molly Zhou is a Geopolitics and Public Policy Analyst at Deloitte 

Global. She tracks international trade and technology policies and has 

reported on South Korea’s AI regulations and key industries. Molly holds 

a B.S. in International Political Economy from Georgetown University 

and previously worked at the U.S. Department of State and D.C.-based 

think tanks. She has presented independent research on South Korea’s 

foreign aid and Shenzhen’s innovation ecosystem. In her career, Molly is 

dedicated to promoting economic growth and resilience across Asia.
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Jieun Baek is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Oxford’s 

Blavatnik School of Government and a nonresident senior fellow at the 

Atlantic Council. She is the author of North Korea’s Hidden Revolution 

and researches elite discontent and regime instability in authoritarian 

states, particularly North Korea and Burma.

Russell Burge is Korea Foundation Assistant Professor of Korean 

History at Indiana University Bloomington. He holds a B.A. in Art History 

from UCLA, an A.M. in Regional Studies East Asia from Harvard, and 

a Ph.D. in History from Stanford. Prior to starting at IU Bloomington, 

he was a Council on East Asian Studies postdoctoral associate at Yale 

University. 

Mark A. Christopher is a nonresident fellow at the Atlantic Council’s 

Global China Hub. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the Georgetown 

School of Foreign Service and an MPA from the Princeton School of 

Public and International Affairs. His writing has appeared in Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Jamestown Foundation’s China Brief, Defense 

One, and the Wall Street Journal.

Dr. Han Kyung-Koo was the Secretary-General of the Korean National 

Commission for UNESCO from December 2020 to December 2024. As a 

cultural anthropologist trained at Seoul National University (M.A.) and 

Harvard University (Ph.D.), Dr. Han taught anthropology at Kangwon 

National University and helped develop the Division of International 

Studies at Kookmin University as its dean. In 2009, he joined the newly 

founded College of Liberal Studies of Seoul National University and 

served as its dean. Dr. Han also served as a member of the Korean 

National Commission for UNESCO, the Policy Planning Committee of the 

Korea Federation for the Environmental Movement, and the Presidential 

Commission for Sustainable Development. He has also served on the 

editorial boards of the Korea Journal, Sahoewa Yeoksa (Society and 

History), and Cross-Currents: East Asian History and Culture Review , and 

was Editor of Hanguk Munhwa Inryuhak (Korean Cultural Anthropology) 

and of the Korean Social Science Journal . Dr. Han was President of the 

Korean International Migration Studies Association, the Korean Society 

for Education for International Understanding, and the Korean Society 

for the Study of Overseas Koreans, as well as Vice President of the 

Korean Society for Cultural Anthropology, and the Korean Society for 

Environmental Sociology.

Dr. Kim Mee is a distinguished Korean philanthropist and civic leader. 

She currently serves as Chairperson of the Kim Koo Foundation, 

established to honor the legacy of her grandfather, Kim Koo—one of 

Korea’s most revered independence leaders. The Foundation advances 

educational and cultural initiatives both in Korea and internationally, 

continuing Kim Koo’s lifelong commitment to public service and national 

identity. Dr. Kim has dedicated her career to advocating for social 

equity and civic engagement. Her work spans a range of critical issues, 

including women’s rights, child welfare, healthcare access, education, 

the arts, and civil diplomacy. Dr. Kim is a board director for The Korea 

Society. She previously served as Chairperson of Women’s News, a 

leading Korean newspaper focused on women’s issues and social justice. 

She also holds board positions at the Fletcher School at Tufts University, 

Midwest

Young Artists, and Lake Forest Academy, where she is a Life 

Trustee. Dr. Kim is the granddaughter of Kim Koo, Premier of the 

Korean Provisional Government (KPG) and a central figure in Korea’s 

independence movement. She is also the daughter of General Shin Kim, 

a pioneering military leader and public servant. Dr. Kim is married to 

Kim Ho Youn, Chairman of Binggrae Co., Ltd., a leading Korean food and 

beverage company best known for Banana Flavored Milk and Melona.

SPEAKERS6
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Korea-China Relations: 
A History of Intervention
Dr. Ji-Young Lee
Associate Professor
International Relations
American University’s School of 
International Service

US-Korea Shipbuilding Cooperation
Jeffrey Voth
President
Herren Associates, Inc.

Sweden’s Role in 
Korean Peninsula Diplomacy
Ambassador Peter Semneby
Swedish Government’s Special Envoy 
for the Korean Peninsula

Claire Ryeong An is a second-year master’s student at School of 

International and Public Affairs, Columbia University. She concentrates 

on International Economic Policy with a focus on Data Analytics and 

Quantitative Analysis. For the past 11 years, she has worked at South 

Korea’s national trade and investment promotion agency, KOTRA, where 

she conducted research on global markets, analyzed bilateral trade 

relations, and supported SMEs in expanding their international presence.

Alexine Carr is a foreign affairs officer in the U.S. Department of State’s 

Office of Korean Affairs, where she covers the political relationship 

between the United States and the Republic of Korea.  Since August, 

she has been on detail to the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in 

New York, serving as the United Nations General Assembly coordinator 

and executive assistant to Ambassador Michael Waltz.  At the State 

Department, Alexine has also completed detail assignments with the 

Office of the Secretary of State and U.S. Embassy Seoul.  Before joining 

State, she worked for the U.S. Department of Justice, the interagency 

Human Rights Violators and War Crimes Center, and the Straus Institute 

for Dispute Resolution.  Alexine is a former Presidential Management 

Fellow and graduate of Wake Forest University (BA) and Pepperdine 

University School of Public Policy (MPP).

Janessa Chu is a Political Affairs Intern at the United Nations 

Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, supporting the 

Northeast Asia and Pacific Team on regional analysis. She holds 

a Master’s in International Affairs from The George Washington 

University, with a regional focus on East Asia and specialization in 

U.S. foreign policy. Her prior experience includes policy research at 

the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Brookings Institution, 

where she worked on issues ranging from development policy to 

U.S.–China relations.

Yang-Myung Hong leads EM Corporate Strategy Research for J.P. 

Morgan. He joined J.P. Morgan in September 2010, before which 

he was in charge of covering Asian bank and sovereign credits 

at Nomura/Lehman Brothers and also worked in equity research 

at Goldman Sachs. Yang-Myung graduated from Seoul National 

University majoring in economics, and is a CFA® charterholder. He is 

a native Korean speaker and is also fluent in German with working 

knowledge of Japanese and Chinese.

Rachel Kim is a second-generation Korean American from NYC and 

an active-duty U.S. Army Major. As a Captain, she commanded in 

Camp Casey, South Korea—the same post where her grandfather 

served during the Korean War. After obtaining her Master’s degree in 

Kim Koo Professional Series Fall 2025Kim Koo Professional Series Fall 2025 PARTICIPANTS

December 4 

December 11 

December 18   
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International Finance and Economic Policy at Columbia University, she 

taught economics at her alma mater, West Point, and led the Academy’s 

inaugural summer program to South Korea, where students studied 

the Korean postwar economic growth model. She now serves as an 

Acquisitions officer, managing a portfolio that specializes in geopolitical 

risk. Rachel is actively involved in the AAPI veterans networks, and 

remains committed to mentorship and community service in NYC. 

Dr. Sophie J. Lee is an Associate Professor in the School for Public 

Administration and Affairs at Metropolitan College of New York. With 

training in international security and statistics, she uses data-driven 

methods to examine contemporary social and policy issues. Her recent 

work includes the chapter “South Korea’s Responses to ‘De-risking’ 

China” in Unpacking ‘De-risking’ China in the Indo-Pacific Region: 

Economic Statecraft and Geoeconomics (forthcoming, Routledge, co-

authored with Dr. Nurliana Kamaruddin).

Hanah Park is a graduate student at Columbia University’s School 

of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) with a concentration in 

International Security and Diplomacy. Previously, Hanah has worked 

on topics in East and Southeast Asian politics and security at the Pacific 

Forum, the East-West Center in Washington, and the United States 

Indo-Pacific Command. Her academic and professional interests include 

emerging technologies, defense cooperation, and maritime security in 

the Indo-Pacific.

Wang Jae Rhee is a Dispute Resolution Associate in the New York 

office of Freshfields US LLP. He represents clients on matters relating 

to complex commercial litigation, and his pro bono work includes 

representing clients seeking to vindicate their civil rights. He worked 

in the New York office of another large international law firm before 

joining Freshfields. Wang Jae attended New York University School 

of Law, where he was Managing Editor of the NYU Journal of Law & 

Business. Before law school, he served as an officer in the Republic of 

Korea Navy.

Gillian Sagansky is an MPA candidate at Columbia University, 

concentrating in humanitarian and security policy with a regional focus 

on Eastern Europe and Russia. Her background spans media, corporate 

social impact, and crisis response. She began her career at Vogue and 

later served as the Contributing Features editor at W Magazine before 

moving to Berlin to help build one of Porsche’s flagship social-impact 

initiatives. Since the invasion of Ukraine, she has worked with European 

NGOs on communications, fundraising, and the deployment of military 

vehicles and drones during aid convoys to Ukraine.

Joshua M. Smith, Ph.D. is a professor of history at the U.S. Merchant 

Marine Academy and Director of the American Merchant Marine 

Museum, both in Kings Point, NY. Smith is primarily a maritime 

historian, but his interests include the evacuation of Korean civilians 

at Heungnam during the 6/25 War, especially the role of the SS 

Meredith Victory.

Olivia Truesdale is Program Manager for the Congressional Study 

Groups on India and Korea at FMC. Olivia was a 2022 Fulbright grantee 

in Masan, South Korea and a two-time Critical Language Scholarship 

recipient for Korean. She previously worked at the National Bureau of 

Asian Research, interned at the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, and studied 

abroad at Yonsei University. She holds an MA in Asian Studies (Korea 

& Public Diplomacy) from George Washington University and a BA in 

Foreign Languages (Korean & Spanish) from Scripps College. Olivia 

was an M.A. Fellow at the GW Institute for Korean Studies and received 

the William R. Johnson Award for Asian Studies. Her capstone at GW 

addressed opportunities for U.S.-ROK economic collaboration in the 

context of U.S.-China great power competition.

Isabel Jean Wecht is pursuing a Master’s in Conflict Resolution 

at Georgetown University to hone her skills in negotiation and 

understanding of conflict stabilization operations. With an interest in 

proliferation and arms control, Isabel has focused her studies on the 

Korean Peninsula and the military conflict that continues to persist. Her 

research thus far has centered around the U.S.’ approach to arms control 

and nuclear diplomacy with the DPRK and the ways in which these 

tactics can change to strengthen the nonproliferation regime as well as 

the impact the fear of abandonment has on the region. Isabel’s ultimate 

goal is to be involved in negotiations and policy making in pursuit of 

nuclear safety and denuclearization. 

Taewan Yoon is an AI researcher at Columbia University, where he 

pursues a dual-degree in MBA and MS in AI and Machine Learning. 

Originally from Seoul, his professional background includes co-founding 

and leading a FinTech startup, as well as serving in cross-border product 

leadership roles at Coupang and Amazon. He also brings deep technical 

expertise from his current role as a technical evangelist for Anthropic’s 

Claude and as Co-President of the AI Club at Columbia Business School. 

As a CFA Charterholder and a member of CFA Society New York, Taewan 

is deeply interested in the intersection of technology and international 

financial markets, especially the U.S. and East Asia economies.
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Dr. Ji-Young Lee is an Associate Professor of International Relations at 

American University’s School of International Service, where she holds 

the C. W. Lim and Korea Foundation Professorship of Korean Studies. 

Trained as a political scientist, she has written on Asian historical 

international relations, regional security order and the US alliance 

network in East Asia, and South Korean foreign policy. She is the author 

of China’s Hegemony: Four Hundred Years of East Asian Domination 

(Columbia University Press, 2016). Her second book project, The Great 

Power Next Door (under contract with Columbia University Press), is 

a historically informed analysis of when and how China has chosen to 

militarily intervene in the Korean Peninsula. She has published articles 

in journals, including Security Studies, International Relations of the 

Asia-Pacific, the Pacific Review, Australian Journal of International 

Affairs, and the Journal of East Asian Studies. Before joining AU, she 

taught at Oberlin College as a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Politics 

and East Asian Studies. Outside academia, she has served as the 

inaugural Korea Policy Chair and a Senior Political Scientist at the 

RAND Corporation and was a non-resident James Kelly Korean Studies 

Fellow at the Pacific Forum CSIS. Dr. Lee holds a Ph.D. and M.A. from 

Georgetown University, an M.A. from Seoul National University, and a 

B.A. from Ewha Womans University.

Ambassador Peter Semneby is currently the Swedish Government’s 

Special Envoy for the Korean Peninsula. He has spent a large part of 

his career working in senior positions for the Swedish Government 

and international organizations on conflict management and conflict 

resolution, largely in Eastern Europe and the Middle East. As Swedish 

Special Envoy for the conflict in Yemen 2018-23 he was instrumental 

in gathering the Yemeni conflict parties in Stockholm in December 

2018 for the first agreement after the start of the conflict. He was 

Swedish Special Envoy for Libya 2017-18, ambassador to Lebanon 

2015-17 with concurrent responsibility for Syria, and ambassador 

to Afghanistan 2012-15. As Special Representative for the South 

Caucasus of the European Union 2006-11, he mediated political crises, 

advised on human rights issues, and worked on territorial conflicts, 

including the aftermath of the Russian invasion of Georgia. He was 

head of two Missions of the Organization of Security and Cooperation 

in Europe (OSCE)--in Latvia 2000-02 and Croatia 2002-05, where he 

worked on minority issues and regional cooperation, assisting those 

countries to clear the political criteria for EU membership. He also 

served in Swedish diplomatic missions in Germany, Ukraine and the 

Soviet Union, and briefly as chargé d’affaires of the Swedish Embassy 

in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in 1997. Ambassador 

Semneby is, inter alia, a member of the European Council of Foreign 

Relations and sits on the boards or advisory council of several think 

tanks. He was educated at the Universities of Uppsala and Stockholm, 

the Stockholm School of Economics, and the John F. Kennedy School 

of Government at Harvard University.

Jeffrey M. Voth is the President of Herren Associates, Inc., an 

engineering and technology firm headquartered in Washington, D.C., 

dedicated to delivering critical outcomes and maximizing taxpayer 

value. Jeff began at Herren as a summer intern in 1998, joining full-

time the following year. Early on, he was part of a multi-year joint 

industry-government team implementing high-performance computing 

solutions for demanding military environments—an effort recognized 

with the Defense Standardization Program Achievement Award.​ 

Throughout his career, Jeff has led strategic and technical initiatives, 

including one of the largest independent analyses on forecasting 

effectiveness across 116 major defense acquisition programs. He 

regularly publishes insights on disruptive technologies transforming 

the defense industry and the economic impacts of global megaprojects, 

influencing dialogue at the intersection of technology and defense.​ 

Jeff’s recognitions include “40 Business Leaders Under Forty” by the 

Washington Business Journal and multiple Inc. 500 awards, recognizing 

the most innovative and fastest-growing companies. He holds an MSc 

with distinction from St. Catherine’s College, University of Oxford, an 

MBA from Georgetown University, and a bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

SPEAKERS10
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Charting Future Pathways for 
US-Korea-Japan Trilateral Relations
Emma Chanlett-Avery
Director for Political-Security Affairs
Asia Society Policy Institute

Dr. Joshua Walker
President and CEO
Japan Society

Korea’s Politics of the Vortex: 2025
Edward J. Baker
Advisor
Harvard University Korea Institute

Dr. Ingu Hwang
Associate Professor of the Practice
Boston College

Acting and Activism
Dr. Victor Cha
The Korea Society/CSIS/Georgetown

Minnie Mills
Columbia/LiNK

India Barsella is a graduate student at SIPA, Columbia University, 

concentrating in International Security Policy. She has previously worked 

for UNOCT, CSOs, IGOs, and the British Civil Service on preventing and 

countering terrorism and violent extremism, in addition to development 

initiatives in West Africa and the MENA region. Her work has focused on 

program development, diplomacy and capacity-building in conflict-prone 

areas, with a particular interest in conflict resolution and peacebuilding. 

She is interested in the security threat posed by North Korea through the 

lens of international law.

Jennifer Bassett is a graduate student at Columbia University’s School 

of International and Public Policy (SIPA), where she is pursuing a Master of 

International Affairs with a concentration in International Security Policy 

and a specialization in International Conflict Resolution. Her experience 

spans research, advocacy and community engagement. Jennifer has 

presented her work at universities including WCSU, a minority serving 

institution to Oxford University at the Consortium for Human Rights, has 

actively contributed to diversity and inclusion initiatives, and volunteered 

with refugee support organizations.

Ambassador Raymond Burghardt served for many years as one of 

the leading Asian specialists in the U.S. Foreign Service. He was the 

Consul General in Shanghai from 1997 to 1999. He served as Director of 

the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) from 1999-2001, and then was 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the AIT from February 2006 to October 

2016. He was Ambassador to Vietnam (2001-2004), Deputy Chief of 

Mission at the U.S. Embassies in Manila (1993-96) and Seoul (1990-93) 

and Political Counselor in Beijing (1987-89). Burghardt’s earlier career 

included an assignment on the National Security Council staff as Special 

Assistant to President Reagan and Senior Director of Latin American 

Affairs. From 2006 until December 2012, Burghardt served concurrently 

with his AIT position as Director of East-West Seminars at the East-West 

Center in Honolulu. He is currently a Consultant to the Institute for Defense 

Analyses, President of Pacific Century Institute, and he serves as an advisor 

on Asia to a major US financial company. Burghardt received a B.A. from 

Columbia College in 1967 and did graduate study at Columbia’s School of 

International and Public Affairs. He is a New York City native and resident. 

Robert Burgos is a Program Officer for the Business & Policy Forum 

at the Japan Society. Previously, he has served as Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation Curatorial Intern at the Smart Museum of Art working on 

the Brooks McCormick, Jr. Collection of Japanese Prints. Robert is also 

currently pursuing a Doctorate in History at the University of Chicago. 

His dissertation examines the role of Korean diaspora organizations and 

businesses in ethnic community and identity formation in Modern Osaka.

Kim Koo Professional Series Spring 2025Kim Koo Professional Series Spring 2025 PARTICIPANTS

March 26 

April 8 

April 16   
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Hyoeun Choi is a first-year Master of International Affairs (MIA) student 

at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). 

Her academic background includes a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from 

Ewha Womans University, a Master’s in Korean-Japanese Simultaneous 

Interpretation from Seoul University of Foreign Studies, and a Master’s 

in Political Science (Foreign Affairs and Security) from Sungkyunkwan 

University’s National Strategy Program. Her primary areas of interest 

include U.S. foreign policy, U.S.-Korea, U.S.-North Korea, U.S.-China, and 

U.S.-Korea-Japan relations.

Sunha Choi is a senior undergraduate student majoring in International 

Studies in Yonsei University of South Korea. She is currently an exchange 

student at Barnard College of Columbia University. Sunha has previously 

worked as an intern at the Korean National Commission for UNESCO. She 

has also been a volunteer at a North Korean refugee center in Seoul and an 

active member of the Korea Reunification Club at Yonsei University, where 

she developed interest in North Korea issues like human rights, nuclear 

proliferation, and the geopolitics of the Korean peninsula. 

Jonathan C. Feuer is a Postdoctoral Associate at Yale University’s Council 

on East Asian Studies. He holds a Ph.D in Asian Languages and Cultures 

from UCLA. Jonathan specializes in East Asian religions, with a focus on 

modern Korean Buddhism. His current book project, Buddhist Militarism, 

Violence, and Religious Freedom, explores the challenges modern Korean 

Buddhism has faced by establishing a military chaplaincy, such as how to 

navigate the Buddhist-state relationship, how to participate in wars, and 

how to define Buddhist monasticism.

Marsha Jeon is a member of the KAAGNY NextGen Committee and 

involved with various Korean communities in keeping with her Korean 

background and heritage. She is interested in the complex Joseonism-

Korean diaspora and hopes to see the Korean Peninsula unified in her 

lifetime.

Ara Jo is currently working as a correspondent dispatched to New York for 

Channel A broadcasting station. When I was in Korea, I mainly worked in 

the political department, foreign affairs and security department, and also 

covered the presidential office. I graduated from the English Language and 

Literature Department of Korea University and completed graduate school 

in international relations.

Hana Kim is a graduate student at New York University studying 

International Relations with a concentration in Asian Studies. She is 

currently a Columnist for the Journal of Political Inquiry at NYU. In her 

column titled, “Navigating Shifting Sands in Asia-Pacific Affairs,” she delves 

into the intricate geopolitical dynamics and pivotal events shaping East 

Asia and the broader Asia-Pacific region. Her graduate and professional 

research interests are on the evolution and future of Japan-ROK-U.S. 

trilateral relations, the complexities of Japan-ROK diplomacy, and South 

Korea’s foreign and domestic policy.

Yoonha Kim is a senior at Yonsei University majoring in International 

Studies. She is currently studying in New York as an exchange student at 

Barnard College of Columbia University. With her interest in international 

relations, she is taking SIPA courses to enrich her knowledge and engage 

in discussions. Her main area of interests are diplomacy and South-North 

Korea relationship.

Ohhyun (Tony) Kwon is a South Korean student specializing in 

international security policy and conflict resolution at SIPA, Columbia 

University. Deeply engaged with Korean politics and East Asian security, 

Ohhyun actively participates in a Korean NGO focused on post-conflict 

reconciliation. This involvement significantly aids in improving the lives 

of Vietnamese people impacted by wartime atrocities committed by 

Korean soldiers. Ohhyun is eager to further his understanding of projected 

North Korean political behaviors and the ramifications of presidential 

impeachment decisions on South Korea’s domestic politics.

Sarah Santana is an Assistant Director at the APEC Study Center (ASC) 

of Columbia University and the Center on Japanese Economy and Business 

(CJEB) of Columbia Business School. She joined Columbia in November 

2019 and co-founded the Raices Latinx Employee Resource Group at 

Columbia Business School. She coordinates logistics for events, including 

CJEB’s Japan Economic Seminar, and manages reporting at both Centers, 

including their annual reports. Sarah received a BA in Linguistics and 

Japanese from Georgetown University and she’s currently pursuing a 

master’s in public administration with a global policy concentration at 

Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs.

Kevin Simeon is from Spokane Washington and spent 2019 - 2022 

Studying within South Korea as a Global Korea Scholarship recipient. He 

spent one year studying at Chungnam National University and another 

two at Seoul National University, where he earned a masters degree in 

international cooperation. Additionally while in Korea, Kevin worked with 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs researching and working towards making 

plans for a denuclearized Korean Peninsula. Currently, Kevin is pursuing 

his second masters degree at Columbia University’s School of International 

and Public Affairs, working towards a Masters in international affairs in 

international security policy with a focus on East Asian security. In the 

future, Kevin will join the U.S. Foreign Service.
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Sue Suh is an award-winning executive who recently had the joy of 

serving as the first Chief People Officer and first Chief Impact Officer for the 

global media company TIME. Before then her career spanned philanthropy 

with The Rockefeller Foundation and government service with the US 

Departments of State and Defense. She is on the boards of the Classical 

Theatre of Harlem and Columbia University’s Knight-Bagehot Fellowship in 

Business & Economics, and has served as a mentor for rising leaders across 

the US Department of Energy’s 17 national laboratories. Sue currently 

advises The Oppenheimer Project.

Kyoko Waseda-Hida is a risk management, governance, compliance, 

and operations professional with experience in multi-national 

corporations, central bank, military, academia, and non-profits. She 

currently serves as a Director in the Corporate Banking Department at 

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation and as an intelligence officer 

(Lt Col) in the US Air Force Reserve at the Defense Intelligence Agency, 

Directorate for Operations. She holds a BA (Economics) from the University 

of Tokyo, an MPA (Political Economy and International Security) from 

Harvard University, and a PhD (East Asian Languages and Civilizations – 

History) from the University of Pennsylvania.

Seungjun Yeo is a graduate student of Columbia University, School of 

International and Public Affairs, specializing in International Security Policy 

and Conflict Resolution. He is an active-duty Army Captain in the Republic 

of Korea with interests in U.S.-ROK relations, defense strategies, and North 

Korea’s nuclear disarmament. After completing his studies in the U.S., he 

will serve as a nuclear policy development officer.

Edward J. Baker has lived in Korea all together for about 10 years and 

has traveled widely in Asia. He has a BA from Colby College, a JD from Yale 

Law School and an MA in Regional Studies-East Asia from Harvard. He 

was a staff member of the Subcommittee on International Organizations 

(chair Donald M. Fraser, D MN) of the U.S. House of Representatives during 

its Investigation of Korean-American Relations in 1977-78 and one of the 

authors of its final report. He was the associate director of the Harvard-

Yenching Institute for 25 years and taught East Asian and Korean history 

at Hanyang University and Seoul National University from 2007 through 

2010. Until the thorough democratization of the Republic of Korea marked 

by the December,1997 election of President Kim Dae Jung, he frequently 

wrote and spoke on South Korean political affairs. He was a founding 

member of the board of Asia Watch in 1985 (now Human Rights Watch—

Asia) and was Amnesty International’s US South Korea coordinator from 

1979-91. In recent years he has taken a strong interest in attempting to 

promote a peaceful solution to the confrontation between North Korea and 

the US/South Korea and the reunification of Korea.

Victor Cha is president of the Geopolitics and Foreign Policy Department 

and Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). He 

is also the distinguished university professor and professor of government at 

Georgetown University. From 2021 to 2025, he was appointed by Joseph R. 

Biden administration to serve on the Defense Policy Board in an advisory role 

to the secretary of defense. From 2004 to 2007, he served on the National 

Security Council (NSC) and was responsible for Japan, Korea, Australia/

New Zealand, and Pacific Island nations. Dr. Cha was U.S. deputy head 

of delegation at the Six Party Talks and received two outstanding service 

commendations during his tenure at the NSC. He is the author of eight books, 

including the award-winning Alignment Despite Antagonism: The United 

States-Korea-Japan Security Triangle (Stanford, 1999) (winner of the 2000 

Ohira Book Prize), The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future (Ecco, 

2012) selected by Foreign Affairs as a “Best Book on the Asia-Pacific for 

2012”, Powerplay: Origins of the American Alliance System in Asia (Princeton, 

2018), Korea: A New History of South and North (Yale, 2023), and The Black 

Box: Demystifying the Study of Korean Unification and North Korea (Columbia 

University Press, 2024). Dr. Cha is a two-time Fulbright scholar, former Olin 

fellow at Harvard, and former Hoover, CISAC, and Koret fellow at Stanford. He 

currently serves on 10 editorial boards of academic journals and is coeditor of 

the Contemporary Asia book series at Columbia University Press. He serves on 

the board of the National Endowment for Democracy and is a senior fellow 

at the George W. Bush Institute. He is also a foreign affairs contributor for 

MSNBC and NBC News. Dr. Cha received his PhD, MIA and BA degree from 

Columbia University and a BA Honors from Oxford University.
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Emma Chanlett-Avery is Deputy Director of the Asia Society Policy 

Institute’s Washington, DC office and the Director for Political-Security 

Affairs. Previous to this post, she served for 20 years as a Specialist in 

Asian Affairs at the Congressional Research Service, where she focused 

on U.S. relations with Japan, the Korean Peninsula, Thailand, and 

Singapore, with an emphasis on security issues and alliances. In 2023, 

she served as a Congressional Fellow on the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, assisting the Chairman with drafting Asia policy legislation 

and preparing for hearings. Ms. Chanlett-Avery was a Presidential 

Management Fellow, with rotations in the State Department on the 

Korea Desk and at the Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group in Bangkok, 

Thailand. She also worked in the Office of Policy Planning as a Harold 

Rosenthal Fellow. She is a member of the Mansfield Foundation U.S. 

– Japan Network for the Future and a Mansfield-Luce Asia Network 

Scholar. In 2016, she received the Kato Prize, awarded by Washington 

think tanks for strengthening the U.S.-Japan alliance. She serves as 

Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees of the National Association of Japan 

America Societies, Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Japan 

America Society of Washington DC, and as a Trustee of International 

Student Conferences, Inc. Ms. Chanlett-Avery received an MA in 

international security policy from the School of International and Public 

Affairs at Columbia University and her BA in Russian studies from 

Amherst College.

Ingu Hwang received his Ph.D. from the Department of History at the 

University of Chicago in 2015. Currently, he is an associate professor of 

the Practice in the International Studies Program, an affiliated professor 

in the History Department and the Asian Studies Program. Prof. Hwang 

is also the Leader of the Global Korea Project at Boston College. He offers 

interdisciplinary courses on modern and contemporary Korea and East Asia 

that explore colonial/post-colonial experiences, division and geo-politics, 

the Korean War, development and social justice, human rights history in 

global contexts. His research centers on contemporary transnational and 

global Korean history with a focus on  the topics of democracy, peace, 

security, and human rights.

Actress Celine “Minnie” Mills is best known for her role as ‘Shayla’ 

in the hit Amazon Prime Video series THE SUMMER I TURNED PRETTY. 

She now stars as ‘Jen’ in Sony Pictures Television Studios and Netflix’s 

action-comedy series OBLITERATED, and voices the lead role ‘Ruby / 

Venus’ in the rom-com podcast series DUMP HIM! In addition to acting, 

Minnie has been a lifelong advocate for North Korean Human Rights, 

working closely with the organization Liberty in North Korea. She currently 

works under Ambassador Julie Turner at the State Department and was 

recently appointed Goodwill Messenger. Minnie also studies Behavioral 

Neuroscience at Columbia University.

Joshua W. Walker, PhD became President & CEO of Japan Society 

in December 2019. Previously, he worked at Eurasia Group, the world’s 

leading political risk analysis firm, where he served as global head of 

strategic initiatives and Japan in the Office of the President. Prior to that, 

he was CEO and president of the USA Pavilion of the 2017 World Expo in 

Astana, Kazakhstan; founding dean of the APCO Institute; and senior vice 

president of global programs at APCO Worldwide, a leading global strategic 

communications firm based in Washington, D.C. Before joining the private 

sector, he worked in numerous roles at various U.S. government agencies, 

including the State Department and the Defense Department. He is Senior 

Fellow at the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress, and 

professor of Leadership and the American presidency at George Mason 

University and the Reagan Foundation. He was also Transatlantic Fellow 

at the German Marshall Fund of the United States, and co-founded the 

Yale Journal of International Affairs. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Richmond, a master’s degree from Yale University, and a 

doctorate from Princeton University. Dr. Walker grew up in Japan where his 

parents still serve as missionaries, came to the United States when he was 

18, and is bicultural and bilingual.
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The Moscow-Pyongyang Connection: 
Then and Now
Dr. Kathryn Weathersby
Historian

US-Korea Relations Amid 
Geopolitical Competition
Danny Russel
Vice President for International Security 
and Diplomacy
Asia Society Policy Institute

US-North Korea Relations
Stephen Biegun
Former Deputy Secretary of State
United States

Pepe Borrás is the Chief Strategy Officer of NetFreedom Pioneers, 

recipient of the National Endowment for Democracy’s 2023 Trailblazer 

Democracy Award. Formerly, he co-founded and served as Executive 

Director of the Internet Freedom Festival. Borrás is a strategic 

communications expert specializing in the development of programs to 

enable the free flow of information in highly repressive regimes.

Cindy Gao is the Director of Leadership Initiatives at the National 

Committee on US-China Relations, primarily focusing on the Public 

Intellectuals Program (PIP). Ms. Gao’s involvement as a board member and 

podcast co-host with NüVoices, a global editorial collective supporting 

the work of women and underrepresented voices in the China space, 

encouraged her to pivot mid-career into pursuing a graduate degree 

in Chinese studies at SOAS University of London. Prior to joining the 

Committee, Ms. Gao has worked in healthcare data science, computer 

science education, and other non-profit organizations. She has a BS in 

biomedical engineering from Columbia University.

Cody Griggers is a Political Affairs Officer covering Northeast Asia and 

the Pacific in the UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, 

where he covers peace and security developments in the Korean Peninsula, 

Japan, Australia, and the broader Pacific region. His UN career has also 

included coverage of Southeast Asia for DPPA as well as work for multiple 

peace operations since 2013, including as a political advisor to the Special 

Representative for the Secretary-General in missions in Liberia and South 

Sudan. Prior to joining the UN, Cody spent 10 years in Southeast Asia, 

working in strategic communications for government, nonprofits and 

the private sector, as well as with the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue’s 

Women at the Peace Table Asia-Pacific project team in Singapore.

Kate Gross-Whitaker is the 2024-2025 Schwarzman Fellow at the 

National Committee on U.S.-China Relations. Prior to joining the National 

Committee, Kate worked with multiple think tanks on U.S.-China relations, 

including the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the 

Project 2049 Institute, and has spent multiple years living and working 

in China. She holds a master’s in Global Affairs from Schwarzman College 

at Tsinghua University, and a A.B. in Politics and East Asian Studies from 

Princeton University. Kate has done research on female representation 

in the Chinese Communist Party, authoritarian responsiveness in China’s 

National People’s Congress, and China’s development of AI policies. Kate 

is passionate about increasing intercultural understanding and facilitating 

exchange between the U.S. and Asia.

 

Kim Koo Professional Series Fall 2024Kim Koo Professional Series Fall 2024 PARTICIPANTS

October 29 
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Xiaowen (Wendy) Han is a Senior Program Officer at NCUSCR, 

responsible for China Town Hall, Track-II dialogues including the U.S.-China 

Strategic Dialogue and People’s Dialogue, INDOPACOM Briefings, and 

other ad hoc programs. She spent over three years of her career at the 

United Nations Headquarters, where she focused on raising awareness 

and educating the public about peace and security, development, 

human rights, and international affairs. She worked on multiple youth 

engagement initiatives with the Office of Secretary-General’s Envoy 

on Youth, including Young Leaders for SDGs, the Youth Advisory Group 

on Climate Change, and more. Xiaowen (Wendy) also has extensive 

experience working in the fields of international education and supply 

chain sustainability.

Kate Jasenski is a State Department Rangel Fellow who is pursuing 

a masters in international finance and data analytics at Columbia SIPA. 

Previously, Kate implemented the State Department’s International Visitor 

Leadership Program (IVLP), including a project with South Korea on 

promoting sustainable development. Kate also completed a Fulbright in 

Jeongeup-si, Jeollabuk-do, where she received Fulbright’s Top Contributor 

Award for her work teaching English to the North Korean defector 

community. Besides Korean, Kate also speaks Chinese and has helped 

publish research on China’s political and economic influence in Latin 

America. Kate was a recipient of the State Department’s Critical Language 

Scholarship (CLS) and National Security Language Initiative for Youth 

(NSLI-Y) scholarship, through which she intensively studied Mandarin 

Chinese in China and Taiwan. Kate looks forward to joining the U.S. Foreign 

Service upon graduation.

Scott Kardas first went to Korea to teach English in 2012. He got his 

Masters degree from Yonsei University Graduate School of International 

Studies in 2017. From 2018-2020, Scott worked as a civilian instructor at 

the Korea Military Academy (육군사관학교). Since 2021, Scott has 

worked as an analyst focusing on the geopolitics of Northeast Asia.

Gabriel Lee is an officer in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and a graduate of 

Yonsei University GSIS. This past summer, he completed his annual tour 

at Kunsan AB, Korea, furthering his commitment to stronger U.S.-Korea 

relations and interest in Northeast Asian politics, security, and trade.

Michelle Lee is a Thomas R. Pickering Fellow from Dallas, Texas, who is 

currently pursuing an MPA in International Security Policy at Columbia 

SIPA. She is actively involved in the academic community, serving on 

the boards of Korea Focus and the SIPA Student Association. Prior to 

her studies at SIPA, she earned a degree in International Relations and 

Economics from Wellesley College. Her academic journey has also included 

participation in the London program of the School for Ethics and Global 

Leadership and the Overseas Korean Foundation. Michelle has interned for 

Artis Ventures and Lumen, an NGO dedicated to promoting information 

freedom in North Korea, as well as for government organizations including 

USAID/RDMA Thailand, the United States House of Representatives, 

and the United States Department of State. Upon graduation, she looks 

forward to embarking on a career as a U.S. Foreign Service Officer.

Andrew Lim is currently studying security policy at Columbia University’s 

School of International & Public Affairs. His latest research interests 

consist of cyber threat actors such as the Lazarus Group (APT38) and 

how analysts can conduct cyber threat intelligence on North Korea 

state-sponsored threat actors. His recent summer internship with the 

Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) allowed him to conduct research on 

developments in maritime security and cybersecurity in the subregions of 

East Asia and Southeast Asia.

Noah Lipkowitz is a Senior Associate at the law firm Freshfields 

Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP, where he advises clients on white collar 

investigations, economic sanctions and trade, and data privacy and 

cybersecurity. He holds a JD from the New York University School of 

Law, a Graduate Certification from the Johns Hopkins University-Nanjing 

University Center for Chinese and American Studies, and a BA from Vassar 

College.

Dr. Zongyuan Zoe Liu is the Maurice R. Greenberg Senior Fellow for 

China Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. Her work focuses on 

international finance, sovereign wealth funds, industrial policies, and 

the geoeconomics of energy transition. She teaches at the School of 

International and Public Affairs (SIPA) of Columbia University and is a 

columnist at Foreign Policy. Dr. Liu received her PhD in international 

relations from Johns Hopkins University. She is also a Chartered Financial 

Analyst (CFA) charterholder.

Frederick G.B. McNulty was the first student to graduate from 

Connecticut College with an East Asian Studies major focusing on Korea. 

He studied abroad as an exchange student at Yonsei University in Seoul 

and furthered his Korean language studies at Sogang University. Frederick 

studied at and later returned to work at Middlebury College’s School of 

Korean. He has additionally contributed to and edited independent online 

publications on Korean politics, culture, and history. Frederick’s insights 

have also been featured in publications like Asia Business Daily, Dong-A 

Ilbo, and Yonhap News.
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Marisa McPherson is the Program Officer at the National Committee on 

North Korea (NCNK), where she designs and manages NCNK’s public-

facing content, oversees member relations & outreach, conducts research 

projects, and works alongside the team to conceptualize and implement 

NCNK’s programs. Her background also includes positions at the National 

Democratic Institute, the Council on Foreign Relations, the National 

Campus Leadership Council, and the Osgood Center for International 

Studies. She holds a B.A. in Political Science from American University 

and studied abroad at Yonsei University, where she conducted research 

on multiculturalism in South Korea and the founding principles of North 

Korea. Outside of the office, she enjoys practicing her Korean language 

skills and crocheting more hats than one person really needs.

Anthony Spanakos is Professor in the Department of Political 

Science and Law at Montclair State University. Previously, he taught at 

Tufts University, Manhattanville College, Touro College, among other 

universities. He is co-editor of Conceptualising Comparative Politics 

book series at Routledge. His research has focused on citizenship, 

democratization, political economy and foreign policy in Latin America 

and Asia, as well as on using popular culture to teach political philosophy.

Stephen E. Biegun is senior vice president of Global Public Policy at 

The Boeing Company. In this role, he is responsible for advising and 

executing on Boeing’s global public policy matters in support of the 

company’s priorities and optimizing relationships with key stakeholders 

in the U.S. and around the world. He is also a member of the company’s 

Executive Council.

Prior to Boeing, Stephen served as senior advisor at Macro 

Advisory Partners since 2021 assisting corporate leaders in minimizing 

geopolitical risk and business disruption in global markets. He has more 

than three decades of international affairs experience in government 

and the private sector, including high-level government service with the 

Department of State, the White House and the United States Congress. 

In 2021, Stephen concluded his most recent government service as 

the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, to which he was confirmed by the 

Senate with a strong bipartisan vote of 90-3. Earlier, Stephen served for 

15 years as a corporate vice president with Ford Motor Company. 

Daniel Russel is Vice President for International Security and 

Diplomacy at the Asia Society Policy Institute (ASPI). Previously he 

served as a Diplomat in Residence and Senior Fellow with ASPI for a 

one year term. A career member of the Senior Foreign Service at the 

U.S. Department of State, he most recently served as the Assistant 

Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Prior to his 

appointment as Assistant Secretary on July 12, 2013, Mr. Russel 

served at the White House as Special Assistant to the President and 

National Security Council (NSC) Senior Director for Asian Affairs. 

During his tenure there, he helped formulate President Obama’s 

strategic rebalance to the Asia Pacific region, including efforts to 

strengthen alliances, deepen U.S. engagement with multilateral 

organizations, and expand cooperation with emerging powers in 

the region.

Dr. Kathryn Weathersby is Adjunct Professor of Asian Studies 

in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 

University. A specialist on the Korean War and the history of 

North Korea, she previously taught in the Department of History 

of Korea University, Seoul, and at the US-Korea Institute of the 

School of Advanced International Studies, The Johns Hopkins 

University, in Washington, DC. In the 1990s she conducted 

pioneering research in Russian archives on the establishment of 

the DPRK and the Korean War and has written and lectured widely 

on these subjects. In 2014 the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans 

Affairs of the Republic of Korea honored her work by awarding 

her the Medal of Civilian Merit. 
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South Korea’s New Foreign Policy
and Public Opinion				  
Dr. Kuyoun Chung
Assistant Professor	
Political Science
Kangwon National University

North Korea’s New Posture
Dr. Soo Kim 
Principal Technical Advisor
LMI Consulting

Changes in 
US-Korea-China-Taiwan Relations
Dr. Dean Chen
Professor of Political Science 
Ramapo College of New Jersey 

Sean King
Senior Vice President
Park Strategies.

Sean Chung serves as the CEO of HanVoice, an international charity 

based in Canada dedicated to improving human rights in North Korea. He 

successfully led advocacy efforts in Canada to create a historic public policy 

that allows North Korean refugees to access Canada’s Private Sponsorship 

of Refugees pathway in 2021. Sean has organized international and 

regional conferences focused on human rights and peace and security in 

the Korean Peninsula. Before his work at HanVoice, he was a consultant at 

the International Organization for Migration. 

Alice Eckstein is Project Director of the Finance Against Slavery and 

Trafficking (FAST) Initiative. FAST is a project of the United Nations 

University Centre for Policy Research and engages the financial sector 

to apply leverage globally to end human trafficking and other forms of 

modern slavery.  

Audrey Gregg is a senior associate in the Asia Division at Human Rights 

Watch. Prior to her current role, she worked at Woorion, a Seoul-based 

NGO that provides resettlement services and resources to North Koreans 

living in South Korea, and the Committee for Human Rights in North 

Korea. Audrey holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from New York 

University, and has worked as a freelance Korean-to-English translator 

for more than three years.

Daniel H. Katz, Ph.D., is Director of the Office of Diplomatic Engagement 

and Training at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, City 

University of New York. Dr. Katz concurrently serves as a nonresident 

scholar for the China Studies Program at the James A. Baker III Institute 

for Public Policy at Rice University. He has previous affiliations with the 

U.S. Department of State, Center for a New American Security, and the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies–Asia.

Andrew Kim is a Senior Associate at M3 Partners, where he specializes in 

financial and operation restructuring for US-based distressed businesses 

and lenders. His experience includes advising clients in the steel, coal, 

retail, technology, and medical device industries in their corporate 

reorganization efforts. Andrew receives his BS in International Politics 

from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and is a Certified 

Insolvency & Restructuring Advisor.

Ambassador (ret.) Michael Klecheski served for over thirty years in 

the U.S. Department of State, including a year at the National Security 

Council. Before serving as U.S. Ambassador to Mongolia in 2019-22, he 

was Deputy Chief of Mission (and, frequently, Charge d’Affaires) at the 

U.S. embassies in the Philippines and, before that, Kazakhstan. He also 
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served in Russia and in other posts abroad, as well as in Washington, 

DC, and received numerous U.S. Government awards. He received a 

BSFS from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service and a 

M.A. and M.Phil from Columbia University. He also received a doctorate 

honoris causa from Mongolian National University.

Ethan Lee is the Assistant Editor and David M. Rubenstein Editorial 

Fellow at Foreign Affairs, based at the Council on Foreign Relations. 

He previously worked as a Research Assistant to Lieutenant General 

(ret.) H.R. McMaster and Dr. Amy Zegart. He graduated from Stanford 

University in 2023 with a B.A. in Political Science and Honors in 

International Security Studies.

Alyssa Oravec is the Advocacy Lead at HanVoice. Alyssa has experience 

working to advance human rights in a wide variety of contexts, 

including in Ethiopia and North Korea, and on issues related to refugee 

rights, civil and political rights, fundamental freedoms, and women’s 

rights. Alyssa holds a JD from Harvard Law School. Prior to beginning 

her career in human rights, Alyssa worked in grassroots-level economic 

development while serving as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Zambia.

Emily Sparkman is the Program Manager for the Forum on Asia-

Pacific Security at the National Committee on American Foreign Policy 

in New York City where she supports the organization’s Track I 1/2 and 

Track II dialogues on security issues in the Asia-Pacific including U.S.-

China Relations and alliance relations. Before joining the NCAFP, Emily 

was a Project Manager with the National Bureau of Asian Research in 

Washington, DC where she oversaw major events for President’s Circle and 

research teams. She received her M.A. in Asian Studies from the School of 

Foreign Service at Georgetown University and her B.A. in Humanities and 

Chinese Language from the University of Texas at Austin. 

Ayumi Teraoka is a Postdoctoral Research Scholar with the 

Weatherhead East Asian Institute’s Japan Research Program at Columbia 

University, where she studies alliance politics and security issues in 

the Indo-Pacific. She teaches a course on Japanese Foreign Policy at 

Columbia’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) and is 

also an incoming fellow with the Columbia-Harvard China and the 

World Program. She holds a Ph.D. and an M.A. in Security Studies 

from Princeton University, an M.A. in Asian Studies from Georgetown 

University, and a B.A. in Law from Keio University. Dr. Teraoka previously 

held positions at the Center for Strategic and International Studies and 

the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, D.C.

Tae Young Woo is Co-Founder and CEO of Finestra, a New York-based 

healthcare data startup developing tools to make medical care more 

transparent and accessible to Americans. He is also known in Korea as a 

bestselling author, speaker, and publisher who has translated and published 

international bestsellers in Korea through his Seoul-based publishing 

company Blue Books Media. A Seoul native raised in southern California, he 

received his Bachelor of Arts from New York University.

Sungwook Yoon is a Professor at the Department of Political Science 

and International Relations in Chungbuk National University, South Korea 

and a director of the Centre for Foreign Affairs and Security of Korea 

Consensus Institute. He received a Ph.D. at Bristol University, UK. Before 

joining Chungbuk National University, he worked at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade and Dong-A University. He was appointed as Goodwill 

Ambassador for Peace on the Korean Peninsula in September 2020 for a 

two-year term. His research interests are European integration and conflict 

resolution, EU foreign policy and issues in international political economy 

regarding international finance and trade. He has conducted various 

research projects for peace settlement on the Korean Peninsula, inter alia, 

‘Industrial cooperation between two Koreas through SMEs’, ‘Linking regional 

development policies and industrial policies of two Koreas and Russia’, 

and ‘Cooperation between Special Economic Zones of two Koreas’. He has 

published numerous papers and co-authored books, including ‘Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine and divided World’ (2022), ‘Looking for the Korea’s Future 

from the EU’ (2022), and ‘Seven Eyes reading the Change of International 

Order’ (2020). He is currently a visiting scholar at Columbia university (~ 

August 2024).
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Dr. Dean P. Chen is Professor of Political Science at the School of 

Humanities and Global Studies, Ramapo College of New Jersey. He holds 

his Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California at Santa 

Barbara. He is the author of three books on U.S.-Taiwan and cross-strait 

relations: U.S.-China-Taiwan in the Age of Trump and Biden: Towards 

a Nationalist Strategy (New York: Routledge, 2022), U.S.-China Rivalry 

and Taiwan’s Mainland Policy: Security, Nationalism, and the 1992 

Consensus(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), and U.S.-Taiwan Strait 

Policy: TheOrigins of Strategic Ambiguity (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 

2012). His articles have appeared in Asian Survey, Asian security, 

Asian Politics & Policy, Pacific Focus, and International Relations of the 

Asia-Pacific. Commentaries and policy analyses have appeared in the 

East West Center Occasional Paper Series, The National Interest, Global 

Taiwan Brief, Taiwan Insight, and China-US Focus. In 2014-16, Chen 

served as coordinator of the Conference Group on Taiwan Studies of 

the American Political Science Association (APSA). He was a Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) Taiwan Fellow in 2014 and a Fulbright U.S. 

Scholar in the People’s Republic of China during 2017-18. Currently, 

Chen serves on the Board of Directors of the American Association for 

Chinese Studies (AACS). In November 2023, Chen received a grant 

from the Taipei Economic & Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in 

Washington DC to host the annual Taiwan & Asia Program conference 

at Ramapo College of New Jersey. The conference featured China and 

Taiwan experts in the United States and around the world to discuss and 

examine the changing US-China-Taiwan strategic relations in light of 

the 2024 presidential elections in Taiwan and the United States.

Dr. Kuyoun Chung is an Associate Professor of Political Science at the 

Kangwon National University. Her research focuses on US foreign policy, 

public opinion and strategic narratives, as well as security issues in the 

Indo-Pacific, including alliance politics, regional security architecture, 

and maritime security. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from 

the University of California, Los Angeles. Previously, she was a lecturer 

in the Department of Political Science at UCLA, a visiting professor at 

the Korea National Diplomatic Academy, and a research fellow at the 

Korea Institute for National Unification. Additionally, she has served as a 

member of the policy advisory committee of the Ministry of Unification, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defense, and the Republic of 

Korea Navy.

Sean King joined Park Strategies, a business advisory firm founded 

by former U.S. Senator Alfonse D’Amato, in 2006. His focus is 

Asia, generating business and supporting clients in the region. He 

helped manage the firm’s Taipei office from 2010-16. Mr. King is 

also a University of Notre Dame Liu Institute for Asia & Asian Affairs 

Affiliated Scholar. In October 2022, he was a Visiting Fellow at the S. 

Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), an autonomous 

think tank and graduate school within Singapore’s Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU). Before joining Park Strategies, Mr. 

King spent five years at the United States Department of Commerce in 

Washington, DC, where he served as Senior Advisor for Asia in the U.S. 

& Foreign Commercial Service (USFCS). Before joining Commerce, Mr. 

King was based in Singapore for both PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 

and Citibank. He has an MBA from Notre Dame and an undergraduate 

degree from the American University in Washington, D.C. A regular 

media presence, Mr. King first visited Taiwan in 1997 where he also 

interned for Citibank in 1998.

Dr. Soo Kim is a Principal Technical Advisor at LMI Consulting, where 

she advises clients in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense of 

Acquisition & Sustainment on strategy and writes speeches for senior 

leadership. Previously, she was a Policy Practice Area Lead at LMI, 

overseeing the firm’s growth, capability development, and innovation 

for the practice area. Prior to joining LMI, she has had an extensive 

career in the US government, think tanks/academia, and the private 

sector. She is recognized as one of the world’s leading specialists on 

national security and foreign policy. Prior to LMI, Dr. Kim served as a 

researcher at the RAND Corporation, where she authored assessments 

on security issues in the Indo-Pacific, China, Russia, the intelligence 

community, supply chains and economic competition for the Office 

of the Secretary of Defense, Army, Air Force, Office of the Director of 

National Intelligence (ODNI), and private foundations. Her commentaries 

have been published in leading foreign policy publications, including the 

Council on Foreign Relations, Nikkei Asia, The Diplomat, Lowy Institute, 

and The Hill. Her analysis on the Korean Peninsula is often featured in 

major international media, including The New York Times, Wall Street 

Journal, The Washington Post, Financial Times, Bloomberg, Chosun Ilbo, 

Dong-A Ilbo, BBC, CNN, NBC, and CBS.
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Talking with North Korea			 
Jerome Sauvage
Founder
Sauvage Associates 

Dr. Joseph Terwilliger
Professor of Neurobiology
Columbia University

Suzanne DiMaggio
Senior Fellow 
Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace.
 
The Peninsula Long View: 
Political Warfare, 
Grey Zone Provocations, and Unification 
David Maxwell
Vice President
Center for Asia Pacific Strategy 

Hee-Eun Kim, 
President and CEO 
Center for Asia Pacific Strategy

A Historian Explores his 
Father’s Experience 
in the Korean War
Dr. Robert Bruce
Consultant
Spathe Systems 
and former Professor of Military History 
Marine Corps Command 
& Staff College

Jessica Bissett is the director of leadership programs at the National 

Committee on U.S.-China Relations. In this role, she runs briefings 

and study groups for Congressional members and staff, manages 

the Committee’s subnational initiatives, and co-leads its public 

programming and digital content. She previously ran many of the 

Committee’s Next Generation Leadership programs, including its 

Schwarzman Scholars Partnership, U.S Foreign Policy Colloquium, U.S. 

Student Leaders Exchange, Young China Professionals program, and 

Diplomat Orientation Program.

Christoph Carpenter currently serves as Deputy Political Coordinator 

during Switzerland’s term on the Security Council. Prior to this, he served 

as deputy head of the political section at the Embassy of Switzerland 

in Beijing, covering external affairs of China and the DPRK. He joined 

Switzerland’s Federal Department of Foreign Affairs in 2013 and served 

as political attaché in Accra, Ghana and as diplomatic officer in the 

Division for Security Policy in Berne. Mr. Carpenter holds a Master’s 

Degree in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology and Ancient History 

from the University of Basel. 

Tim Crouch is the Chief Strategy Officer at Choose New Jersey, New 

Jersey’s leading nonprofit economic development organization. Tim 

has a deep background in economic development, and previously 

oversaw foreign direct investment for the U.K.’s Department for Business 

and Trade in the United States, serving in leadership roles in the UK 

Government in London, New York and Los Angeles. Born and raised in 

the UK but based in the United States for the past decade, he holds an 

undergraduate degree in political science from the University of Bristol 

and a graduate degree from the University of Southern California’s Price 

School of Public Policy.

Nitai Deitel is a senior program officer at the National Committee 

on U.S.-China Relations overseeing the Committee’s next generation 

leadership programs and flagship public education program, CHINA 

Town Hall. Before joining the Committee in January 2020, Nitai spent 

most of the previous decade in China, initially at IES Beijing and then 

as director of operations at The Hutong, where he led the organization’s 

growth into China’s premier provider of cultural experiences and 

educational travel. Nitai holds a bachelor’s degree in international 

relations from the University of Puget Sound and has completed 

intensive language programs at Beijing Foreign Studies University and 

Tunghai University in Taiwan.
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Amanda Ghanooni is a Program Manager at the National Committee on 

American Foreign Policy, where she supports public programming, closed-

door roundtables, member outreach, and Track II dialogues. Amanda 

was previously an associate at Carnegie Council for Ethics in International 

Affairs where she managed and oversaw operations and research for the 

Asia Dialogues department. She earned a master’s in international affairs 

from The New School University and has served as a committee member 

for the Young Patrons Council for Off-The-Record foreign policy forum. 

Hyunseung (Arthur) Lee escaped North Korea when he was 29 years 

old. He engaged in trade and economic relations between China and North 

Korea through his managerial role in a business entity under the DPRK 

regime. Despite his prestigious background and elite-level education, a 

series of brutal purges by Kim Jong Un forced him and his entire family to 

defect in late 2014, making their way first to South Korea. Subsequently, 

the entire family emigrated to the United States (2016) where Hyun-

Seung has been engaged with several Washington DC think tanks and 

NGOs in consulting roles.

Hideki Matsuno worked in the UN since 2002 and in the ODA since 

2005, spending most of the time in the Conventional Arms Branch. 

Matsuno moved to the WMD Branch in 2018 and worked on nuclear files 

(Iran, DPRK, Ukraine, etc.) as well as bioweapon issues (SG’s mechanism 

for investigating alleged use of chemical, biological and toxin weapons). 

Before joining the UN, Hideki worked in JASDF for 4 years as an intel officer 

for DPRK.

Gustaf Salomonsson is a Swedish diplomat currently serving as First 

Secretary at the Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations in 

New York. His work focuses on peace and security issues in Africa and 

Asia. In a previous posting, Gustaf served as the Deputy Head of Mission at 

the Embassy of Sweden in Pyongyang. He has previously been posted to 

Brussels and Nairobi and held various positions at the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs in Stockholm.

Itai Sneh is tenured at the Department of History in John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice of the City University of New York as Associate Professor for 

World Civilizations, Human Rights and International Law. He completed his 

doctorate in American history with a focus on foreign policy and human 

rights at Columbia University. He holds a law degree, and a Masters in 

Eastern European Jewish Studies, from McGill University in Montreal, 

Canada, and a B.A. in Jewish History (with minors in International 

Relations, Biblical Studies, and Yiddish Language and Culture) from 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel.

Nia Williams is the Program Assistant at the National Committee on 

American Foreign Policy, where she helps support the organization’s 

public events, programs, conferences, and Track I ½ and Track II 

dialogues on security issues in the Asia-Pacific. Before joining the 

National Committee, she gained experience in event planning and 

research working for a nonprofit organization and a think tank. She 

earned her B.A. in International Politics and Economics from Middlebury 

College.

Xiaoyu Yang joined the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs in 

August 2023, after working in the UN DGC (Department of Global 

Communications). Prior to joining the UN, Xiaoyu studied and worked 

in the private sector in China, UK, Australia, and Italy. Her last job before 

the UN was general manager for China in an international fine wine 

investment company.

Yvonne Yew was appointed by the Secretary General of the United 

Nations in 2019 to her position on the DPRK Panel of Experts, 

established under the United Nations Security Council, and currently 

serves as the Panel’s Acting Coordinator and Maritime Issues Expert. She 

has over 25 years of professional experience in non-proliferation and 

regional security issues. During her tenure at the Singapore Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Ms. Yew served, inter alia, as Singapore’s Alternate 

Permanent Representative/Governor to the International Atomic 

Energy Agency, and held responsibilities for non-proliferation, counter 

proliferation and disarmament-related policy issues.
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Dr. Robert B. Bruce is a Consultant with Spathe Systems in Tampa, 

FL, and is a former Professor of Military History at the Marine Corps 

Command & Staff College, Quantico, VA. He is an award winning 

author who has published extensively in the field of military history 

and whose writing has earned the Army Historical Foundation 

Distinguished Writing Award as well as the Tomlinson Prize from the 

Western Front Association. Bruce is an internationally recognized 

authority on Modern Warfare, with a particular focus on United States 

Military History and French Military History. He holds a PhD in history 

from Kansas State University.

Suzanne DiMaggio is a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, where she focuses on U.S. foreign policy toward 

the Middle East and Asia. She is one of the foremost experts and 

practitioners of diplomatic dialogues with countries that have limited 

or no official relations with the United States, especially Iran and North 

Korea. From 2016 to 2019, she directed a U.S.-DPRK Track 1.5 dialogue 

that included several visits to North Korea. As part of that process, she 

facilitated and participated in the first official diplomatic discussions 

between the Trump administration and North Korean government 

representatives. DiMaggio’s research and work draw on an approach to 

unofficial engagement she has been developing since the late 1990s, 

which began with a focus on U.S. relations with China, Russia, and 

Japan, and later expanded to Iran, Myanmar/Burma, and North Korea. 

She holds a BA from New York University and an MA from City College of 

New York (CUNY).

Hee-Eun Kim is the Founder, President, and CEO of the Center for Asia 

Pacific Strategy (CAPS), a Washington DC-based international security 

think tank that provides policy recommendations about present and 

future threats to security and stability across the Asia Pacific region. 

Recently, she also joined the Advisory Board for the Economic Conflict & 

Competition Research Group at King’s College London. Mrs. Kim received 

her Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and her Master’s degree in 

International Relations (Foreign Policy and National Security) from 

SungKyunKwan University in Seoul, Republic of Korea.

David Maxwell is a retired US Army Special Forces Colonel and has 

spent more than 30 years in Asia as a practitioner and specializes in 

Northeast Asian Security Affairs and irregular, unconventional, and 

political warfare.  He is the Vice President of the Center for Asia Pacific 

Strategy and a Senior Fellow at the Global Peace Foundation (where he 

focuses on a free and unified Korea).  He is a member of the board of 

directors of the Committee for Human Rights In North Korea and he is 

the editor of Small Wars Journal.

As UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Representative in North Korea 

from end 2009 to early 2013, Jerome Sauvage led the UN in providing 

emergency and humanitarian support to the population; represented 

the UN at bilateral and multilateral levels; negotiated with the North 

Korean counterpart acceptable operating conditions in the country; led 

fund-raising efforts in support of humanitarian activities; and was the 

designated official for security. Sauvage re-opened the UNDP office in 

Pyongyang after a three-year suspension, negotiating a new country 

program for Board approval, ensuring that all projects met UNDP’s 

mandate as well as monitoring and evaluation requirements. Sauvage 

holds a Master’s degree in International Relations from the School of 

Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University and a 

Maitrise in Administrative Law from Paris Sorbonne University.

Joseph D. Terwilliger is a tenured Professor at Columbia University, 

and the Institute of Health and Welfare in Helsinki, Finland, and his work 

is focused on the use of natural experiments to solve problems in human 

genetic epidemiology. His work includes ongoing collaborative projects 

in Venezuela, Iran, Libya, Xinjiang, Finland, and of the Korean diaspora 

in the Former Soviet Union, Yanbian and Sweden. This work led him to 

teaching human evolutionary genetics at the Pyongyang University of 

Science and Technology for many years, and working with the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science on Science Diplomacy 

projects in the DPRK. Finally, he was funded to chair an exchange 

program between Columbia University and Kim Il Sung University.  Dr. 

Terwilliger has had multiple opportunities to engage socially with the 

North Korean leader and his inner circle as the translator and organizer 

of five of Dennis Rodman’s basketball diplomacy visits to the DPRK. He 

has a B.Music in Tuba Performance from the Peabody Conservatory of 

Music, a Ph.D. in genetics and development from Columbia, and did 

postdoctoral work at the University of Oxford, UK.
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Common Misconceptions 
about North Korea			 
Joseph Kim
Associate and Expert-in-Residence, 
Freedom and Democracy
George W. Bush Institute

Seohyun Lee
North Korean defector, human rights 
advocate, commentator, and 
YouTube creator
International Security Policy/ 
Technology, Media, and 
Communication at Columbia SIPA

 
North Korea’s Cyber Threat 
Jean Lee
Co-host of the Lazarus Heist podcast 
BBC World Service
Public policy fellow
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars

Michael Barnhart
Cybersecurity expert
DPRK Lead at Mandiant

Writing About North Korea
Barbara Demick
author of Nothing to Envy: 
Ordinary Lives in North Korea

Jennifer Ahn is the Research Associate for Korea Studies at the Council 

on Foreign Relations (CFR). Her research focuses broadly on the U.S.-South 

Korea alliance, South Korean politics, and Northeast Asian security. Jennifer 

holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations with a minor in Korean 

Language and Literature from Boston University, and is currently pursuing 

her Master of Arts in Asian Studies at George Washington University.

Min Chao Choy is a Northeast Asia analyst with the State-Sponsored 

Threats Cell at C4ADS, where she specializes in illicit maritime activity. 

Previously, she covered North Korea as a data correspondent at NK News, 

an independent media outlet based in Seoul. Her analysis on the DPRK’s 

economy, shipping fleet, and cyber activity has been cited by the UN Panel 

of Experts, the BBC, Tech Monitor, and CNN.

Christian N. Ciobanu is the Policy and Advocacy Coordinator of the 

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and the Project Coordinator for Reverse 

the Trend: Save Our People, Save Our Planet. Ciobanu holds an MA in 

Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies from the Middlebury Institute 

of International Studies (Monterey, CA) and an MA in Political Science 

from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 

(Geneva, Switzerland).   

J. Andrés Gannon is a Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow at the Council 

on Foreign Relations. Starting Fall 2023, he will be an Assistant Professor 

of Political Science at Vanderbilt University and a Faculty Affiliate at the 

Data Science Institute. He earned his PhD in Political Science from UC 

San Diego in 2021. His research broadly focuses on the political origins 

of military power, what capabilities states arm themselves with and 

why, and how the distribution of military capabilities effects states’ 

conduct in international affairs. 

Kiyohiko Hasegawa is a Human Rights Officer with the United Nations 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in New York covering 

Asia Pacific countries. He has worked in various capacities at the United 

Nations, including with the Office of the Victims’ Rights Advocate and the 

Department of Peacekeeping Operations. He holds a MA in International 

Relations from King’s College London (UK).

Mitch Haszard is a Senior Threat Intelligence Analyst on the Strategic 

and Persistent Threats team at Recorded Future. His research focuses on 

North Korea state-sponsored cyber activity and other emerging threats in 

Northeast Asia. Prior to Recorded Future, Mitch worked in private threat 

intelligence for 7 years and was previously in the United States Air Force 
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where he spent most of his time stationed in South Korea. He holds a 

MS in Cybersecurity from New York University, a MA in International 

Studies from Yonsei University, and a BS in International Business from the 

University of Maryland, Global Campus.

Jenny Jun is a Research Fellow at the Center for Security and Emerging 

Technology (CSET) and Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Political 

Science at Columbia University. She also serves as a Nonresident Fellow 

at the Atlantic Council’s Cyber Statecraft Initiative. Her current research 

explores the dynamics of coercion in cyberspace. Her broader interests 

include cyber conflict, North Korea, and security issues in East Asia. Jenny 

is a co-author of the 2015 Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS) report North Korea’s Cyber Operations: Strategy and Responses, 

published by Rowman & Littlefield. She received her M.A. and B.S. each 

from the Security Studies Program (SSP) and the School of Foreign Service 

(SFS) at Georgetown University.

Kevin Keenan is the owner of executive consulting firm GROW 

Strategies. He is the former COO & General Counsel of the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund, Executive Director of the ACLU of San Diego, and 

Executive Vice President of the Vera Institute of Justice. He is a former 

term member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a graduate of 

Swarthmore College and Yale Law School.

Seohyun Lee is a North Korean human rights advocate based in the 

United States. She was born to a North Korean political exile family 

and as a child, witnessed first-hand the oppression of the regime. After 

being resettled in the US, Seohyun has dedicated her life to informing 

the world of the human rights abuses in North Korea. She uses her 

YouTube channel “Pyonghattan” to raise awareness, and has given a TEDx 

Talk on the issue. Currently, she is enrolled in Columbia University’s SIPA 

program, and has won the North Korea Freedom Scholarship and Otto 

Warmbier Foundation scholarship.

Gina Schmied is currently working as a Counselor with the Swiss 

Mission to the United Nations in New York. Her previous work includes 

several positions with the Swiss Government on sanctions, economic 

development and cooperation as well as bilateral and multilateral 

diplomacy. She can draw from experience in the private sector and 

contributed to the work of different NGOs. Gina holds a Master’s Degree 

in International Relations from the Graduate Institute in Geneva and a 

Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Bern.

Jai-yoo Lee is a real estate expert in New York City, specializing in multi-

dimensional real estate needs, cross-border transactions and strategic 

partnerships. She is a graduate of NYU and the Lawrenceville School, and 

was an exchange student at Korea University. She enjoys bridging cultural 

and language gaps and good food.

John J. Metzler teaches Asian studies classes at St. John’s University 

in New York as a member of the Department of Government & Politics. 

He has long followed events on the Korean peninsula with particular 

focus on the politics and diplomacy of divided nations. Prof. Metzler 

is the author of a number of books, including, Divided Dynamism: The 

Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China (University Press/

Second Edition, 2014) and   Taiwan’s Transformation: 1895 to the Present 

(Macmillan, 2017). 

Savanna Washington received her M.F.A. in Directing from City College 

in New York. While attending City College she was awarded a Colin Powell 

Graduate Fellowship, the first filmmaker to be honored. She was awarded 

a production grant from the Colin L. Powell Center’s Korean Issues & 

Insights Endowment for her documentary, “Playing Frisbee in North Korea.” 

She went to North Korea in and filmed there for the documentary, which 

will be nationally broadcast on PBS this Fall. She curates a film series at 

The New School’s Institute on Race, Policy and Political Economy and is a 

Professor at the City University of New York. 

Dr. Clint Work is Fellow and Director of Academic Affairs at KEI. In 

addition to his work on KEI’s publications and related programs, Clint 

conducts research, writing, and public engagement on US-Korea relations. 

Previously, Clint served as a Fellow in the Stimson Center’s 38 North 

Program and is currently writing a manuscript on the history and evolution 

of the US force presence on the Korean Peninsula.
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Joseph Kim serves as Associate and Expert-in-Residence, Freedom and 

Democracy at the George W. Bush Institute. He was born and raised in 

North Korea. In 2006, Joseph escaped North Korea and went to China. In 

China, he connected with an international NGO called Liberty in North 

Korea (LiNK). A year later, he left China for the United States and claimed 

refugee status under the North Korean Human Rights Act, signed by 

President George W. Bush in 2004. In 2013, Joseph delivered a TED Talk 

on the importance of hope and published a memoir, Under the Same 

Sky. Joseph interned as a research assistant at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS) Korea Chair. He is a former America Needs You 

Fellow and Council of Korean Americans PSI Intern.

Seohyun Lee was born and raised in central Pyongyang and grew 

up with the best educational opportunities available in North Korea. In 

2008, she enrolled at Kim Il Sung University and continued her study 

in the Chinese language in the department of Foreign Languages & 

Literature. After moving to China with her family, she graduated from 

China Dongbei University of Economics and Finance in 2014 and earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in finance. Advocating for North Korean human 

rights, Seo-Hyun works with HRNK and LiNK to inform the international 

community about the uncensored truth of North Korea. Seo-Hyun also 

works with several other NGOs, such as Lumen, to disseminate information 

into North Korea, which she believes is the best way to liberate the North 

Korean people. On top of that, in order to bring greater awareness of North 

Korea to the outside world, she and her brother have launched a YouTube 

channel called “Pyonghattan” to share their diverse experiences of living in 

Pyongyang’s core society.

Jean Lee is a veteran foreign correspondent and expert on North 

Korea. Lee led the Associated Press news agency’s coverage of the 

Korean Peninsula as bureau chief from 2008 to 2013. She has made 

dozens of extended reporting trips to North Korea, visiting farms, 

factories, schools, military academies and homes in the course of 

her exclusive reporting across the country. Lee served as a Wilson 

Center Public Policy Scholar and Global Fellow before joining the 

Asia Program as Korea Center program director. She is co-host of the 

Lazarus Heist podcast on the BBC World Service.

Michael Barnhart spent 18 years as an intelligence professional 

starting with Human Intelligence collection doing tactical raids, 

interrogations, and source operations with regular Army and Special 

operations. Afterwards, he transitioned to Iranian threats in the Signals 

intelligence field. He has worked in intelligence collection surrounding 

nation state threats and underground bunkers and weapons facilities. 

Barnhart gradually shifted to cyber intelligence at the legislative branch 

of the government. There his team dealt with DPRK threats targeting 

the U.S. government. Currently, he is the lead for all of DPRK operations 

within Mandiant in an effort to maintain the best coverage on this 

elusive nation state.

Barbara Demick is the author of Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in 

North Korea. She was bureau chief for the Los Angeles Times in Beijing 

and Seoul, and previously reported from the Middle East and Balkans for 

the Philadelphia Inquirer. Demick grew up in New Jersey and graduated 

from Yale College. Her work has won many awards including the Samuel 

Johnson prize (now the Baillie Gifford prize) for non-fiction in the U.K., 

the Overseas Press Club’s human rights reporting award, the Polk Award 

and the Robert F. Kennedy award and Stanford University’s Shorenstein 

Award for Asia coverage. Her North Korea book was a finalist for the 

National Book Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award. She 

was a press fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, a Bagehot fellow 

in business journalism at Columbia University and a visiting professor of 

journalism at Princeton University. 
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The View from the U.S. Embassy 
in Seoul: Growing Ambitions for the 
U.S.-Korea Relationship and 
a Shifting Region				  
Robert Rapson
Former Charge d’Affaires and 
Deputy Chief of Mission, 
U.S. Embassy Seoul

 
Reading North Korean Propaganda 
Rachel Minyoung Lee
Senior Analyst 
Open Nuclear Network (ONN) 

Challenges of Deterring North Korea
Markus Garlauskas
Senior fellow with the Scowcroft 
Center at the Atlantic Council and the
former National Intelligence Officer 
(NIO) for North Korea on the National
Intelligence Council from July 2014 
to June 2020. 

Neal Caldwell currently works as a Project Associate on the National 

Committee on American Foreign Policy’s Forum on Asia-Pacific Security. 

His research interests include security studies, U.S. foreign policy, East 

Asia, Russia and Eurasia, the Middle East, and legacies of the Cold War. 

Neal holds an MA in International Relations from NYU and a BA in 

Philosophy from Duquesne University.

Hyun-Binn Cho is an Assistant Professor of Political Science and 

International Studies at The College of New Jersey. His research interests 

are in international security, nuclear security, and security in the Asia-

Pacific, with regional specialization in China and the Korean Peninsula. 

His research is published or forthcoming in Security Studies, The 

Washington Quarterly, and International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 

among other outlets. Prior to joining TCNJ, Binn was a Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow at Harvard University’s Belfer Center for Science and 

International Affairs, and a Stanton Nuclear Security Postdoctoral 

Fellow at Stanford University’s Center for International Security and 

Cooperation. Binn received his Ph.D. in Political Science from the 

University of Pennsylvania, and he is from Seoul.

Daniel Choi is the Policy Associate at The Korea Society, where he 

focuses on projects involving the U.S.-ROK alliance, inter-Korean 

relations, and North Korea. Daniel holds an MA in East Asian and 

international security studies from the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, where he was awarded the Gregory Henderson Fellowship 

for Korean Studies. He received a BA in Political Science and International 

Relations from Yonsei University.

Francesca Frassineti is an Associate Research Fellow in the Asia Centre 

at the Italian Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI) in Milan, and 

an Adjunct Professor of History of Contemporary East Asia at Ca’ Foscari 

University Venice. Her research focuses on South Korean and North Korean 

domestic and foreign policy, inter-Korean relations, and EU-East Asia 

relations. Francesca holds a PhD in Global and International Studies from 

the University of Bologna. She is a member of the 2022 Next Generation 

Korea Peninsula Specialists Program at the NCAFP and the Korea 

Foundation-Chatham House Next Generation Policy Expert Network.

Linda Hjelle works as an Associate Political Affairs Officer in the Asia 

and the Pacific Division (APD) of the United Nations Department of 

Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (UN DPPA), covering the Republic of 

Korea, Pacific countries as well as Youth, Peace and Security initiatives 

in the region. Linda previously worked at the Royal Norwegian Embassy 
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in Beijing (2017-2021), following a wide range of issues and trends in 

the region. Linda holds a dual master’s degree in Chinese Society and 

Politics from the University of Oslo and Zhejiang University (2017), as 

well as BAs in Chinese Studies (2015) and international relations (2014) 

from the University of Oslo. She speaks Mandarin.

Eleanor Shiori Hughes is a Defense Analyst at The Asia Group. She’s 

also a non-resident affiliate at EconVue. Eleanor holds an MA in Asian 

Studies from Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service 

and BA in History from Saint Mary’s College. 

Dr. Maryalice (Ali) Mazzara is the Director of Global Leadership 

Programs for SUNY’s Office of Global Affairs. In this role she directs the 

JFEW SUNY Global Affairs Leadership Program which supports SUNY 

undergraduates to become global leaders. Korea holds a very special 

place in her life: upon receiving her doctorate from Columbia University’s 

Teachers College she moved to Korea to work for one year. That year 

greatly informed and impacted her future career in global affairs and 

leadership and her respect and admiration for Korea remains strong. 

Jaehan Park is a Postdoctoral Scholar at the Edwin O. Reischauer 

Center for East Asian Studies at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 

International Studies (SAIS) and a non-resident Hans J Morgenthau 

Fellow at the Notre Dame International Security Center. His research 

interests include geopolitics, international relations of East Asia, and 

U.S. foreign policy. Park has held fellowships at the Albritton Center 

for Grand Strategy at Texas A&M University, the Clements Center for 

National Security at the University of Texas at Austin, the Henry A. 

Kissinger Center for Global Affairs at SAIS, and Pacific Forum. Park 

received his Ph.D. and M.A., both in International Relations, from the 

Johns Hopkins SAIS and B.A. in Business Administration from Yonsei 

University in Seoul, Korea. Previously, he served in the Republic of Korea 

Army as an officer and worked in the financial sector.

Dr. Hyun Ji Rim is a Non-Resident Scholar at the Edwin O. Reischauer 

Center for East Asian Studies, a Visiting Research Associate at University 

of Missouri—Kansas City, and a Senior Editor with the Consortium of 

Indo-Pacific Researchers. She received her PhD in international relations 

from the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns 

Hopkins University. She writes extensively on Indo-Pacific strategy and 

East Asian security dynamics, including US extended deterrence and 

alliance politics. Her articles have appeared in the Pacific Review, the 

Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs, Asian Perspective, and the International 

Journal of Korean Unification Studies, among others.

Maiko Takeuchi is an economic sanctions advisor working with 

governments to train for sanctions implementation. She is a visiting 

scholar at the Center of Negotiation and Dispute Resolution Research, 

Waseda University, and a consulting fellow at the Research Institute of 

Economy, Trade and Industry (RIETI), Japan. She has over twenty years 

of experience in WMD non-proliferation and economic sanctions. In 

2021, she concluded a five-year appointment with the UN DPRK (North 

Korea) Panel of Experts. Before joining the UN, she was a political officer 

at Japan’s Ministry of Defense. She served in a wide range of positions, 

including strategic trade control policy officer and civilian defense 

attaché to Seoul. She holds a Master’s degree in Regional Studies-East 

Asia from Harvard University, a Master of Laws from New York University 

School of Law, and a Bachelor of Law from the University of Tokyo.

Frida Thomassen has worked as Associate Political Affairs Officer in 

the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs since 2019, focusing 

on cross-cutting agendas and management support. She recently joined 

the Office’s DPRK Team. Frida has a background as Gender Adviser in the 

Nordic Council of Ministers and in the private sector.  She is Swedish and 

holds a Masters in sociology from the Sorbonne University in France. 

Ross Tokola is the Executive Associate to the Director at the East-

West Center in Washington, where he advises the director, coordinates 

across staff and stakeholders, and manages EWC congressional 

staff programs and Korea-related projects. Previously, he was a 

Program Officer at the Asan Institute in Seoul. He holds a B.A. and 

M.A. in Philosophy from the University of London, and an M.Phil. in 

International Relations from Cambridge University.

Emma Whitmyer is a Program Officer for the Asia Society Policy 

Institute (ASPI) in New York. She works with ASPI’s Vice President 

of International Security and Diplomacy Daniel Russel and Assistant 

Director Blake Berger on issues relating to East and Southeast Asia. 

Prior to joining ASPI, she was a Junior Scholars Fellow with the South 

Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Whitmyer has a Master’s of Global 

Affairs & Policy from Yonsei University in South Korea, as well as a 

Bachelor’s from Eastern Michigan University in International Affairs 

and Business German.

33



Stephen Whittaker is Community Manager in the Office of the 

President at Eurasia Group. There, he works to connect the firm and 

its media arm, GZERO Media, with global leaders and top experts in 

the worlds of geopolitics, public policy, and international business/

finance. Previously, he held several successive positions at the 

National Committee on American Foreign Policy, where he managed 

programming, events, and special projects focused on critical issues 

facing the foreign affairs of the United States.

Heewon Yoon is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political 

Science at Columbia University. Her primary research interests are in 

elections, legislative behavior, and candidate selection. She examines 

how parties strategically adopt new electoral rules to manipulate the 

electoral environment, with a regional focus in East Asia.

Sonja Bachmann is Teamleader on Northeast Asia and the Pacific 

in the UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, Asia and 

the Pacific Division with a focus on peace and security issues on the 

Korean Peninsula as well as engagement with the Pacific Islands Forum 

member countries. Prior to joining the United Nations, Ms. Bachmann 

has worked in the World Bank on community driven development. 

She also spent a year in Peru advising the Peruvian Government on 

investment promotion and sustainable tourism. Ms. Bachmann holds 

a Master of Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, MA and a PhD in political science from the University in 

Vienna, Austria.

Samuel Martell is Political Affairs Officer in the Asia and the Pacific 

Division of the United Nations Department of Political Affairs. He is 

responsible for DPRK affairs and earlier was political officer for the Horn 

of Africa. 

Elizabeth Salmón (Peru) was appointed as the first female Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea by the Human Rights Council on 1 August in 2022. 

Ms. Salmón is a Professor of International Law at the Faculty of Law of 

the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. She is also Executive Director 

of the Institute for Democracy and Human Rights of the same university 

(IDEHPUCP). She holds a PhD in International Law from the University of 

Seville (Spain).
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Robert Rapson has served for 39-years as a U.S. Foreign Service 

Officer, with posts spanning the Indo-Pacific region from Korea and 

Japan to Southeast Asia, India and Afghanistan. As Charge d’Affaires 

and Deputy Chief of Mission, he led and managed large U.S. Embassies 

in Seoul, Tokyo, and Kuala Lumpur to advance significant U.S. political, 

economic, security, law enforcement and public diplomacy interests 

with those countries and across the Asia region during periods of major 

political transition and crisis. His Korea experience includes serving as 

Charge d’Affaires and Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy Seoul (July 

2018- July 2021); Director of the Office of Korean Affairs, Department 

of State (2012-2015); Deputy Economic Counselor/Senior Trade Officer, 

U.S. Embassy Seoul, (1997-2000); and Vice Consul, U.S. Embassy 

Seoul &amp; U.S. Consulate Busan, (1984-1986). He is the recipient of 

numerous Department of State individual and group Superior Honor 

Awards. He holds a BA in Foreign Service and International Politics from 

the Pennsylvania State University and is a graduate of the Singapore 

American High School.

Rachel Minyoung Lee is the Regional Issues Manager and Senior 

Analyst for Open Nuclear Network (ONN), a programme of One Earth 

Future. Rachel oversees the  creation and development of ONN’s 

strategic network and works closely with the analytical team to identify 

strategies and products that can best meet the needs of partners and 

consumers. Rachel was a North Korea open source collection expert and 

analyst with the US government from 2000 to 2019. She researched 

and wrote on the full range of North Korean issues, from leadership, 

domestic politics and economy, and foreign policy to social and cultural 

developments, during some of the most momentous years in North 

Korea that included the transition of power from Kim Jong Il to Kim Jong 

Un. As Analysis Team Lead, Rachel managed the entire collection-to-

analysis cycle, leading a team of analysts in the collection, curating and 

baselining of data and the analysis of North and South Korean issues 

with implications for Pyongyang’s regime stability and regional security. 

She formulated and oversaw the execution of short- to long-term 

collection and analysis strategies, and devised and delivered various 

training programs on collection, data tool utilization, and writing. 

Rachel is also a Nonresident Fellow with the Stimson Center’s 38 North 

Program, where she is conducting research on North Korea’s economic 

policy-making. Rachel grew up in San Jose, California. She earned her 

B.A. in English literature and her M.A. in international law, both at Korea 

University in Seoul.

Markus Garlauskas is a nonresident senior fellow with the Scowcroft 

Center for Strategy and Security of the Atlantic Council, as well as an 

adjunct professor in Georgetown University’s Security Studies graduate 

program. Garlauskas served in the US government for nearly twenty 

years. He was appointed to the Senior National Intelligence Service as 

the National Intelligence Officer (NIO) for North Korea on the National 

Intelligence Council from July 2014 to June 2020. As NIO, he led the 

US intelligence community’s strategic analysis on North Korea issues 

and expanded analytic outreach to non-government experts. He also 

provided direct analytic support to top-level policy deliberations, 

including the presidential transition, as well as the Singapore and Hanoi 

summits with North Korea.Garlauskas served for nearly twelve years 

overseas at the headquarters of United Nations Command, Combined 

Forces Command and US Forces Korea in Seoul. His staff assignments 

there included chief of the Intelligence Estimates Branch and director 

of the Strategy Division. For his service in Korea, he received the Joint 

Civilian Distinguished Service Award, the highest civilian award from the 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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US-Korea-Japan 
Trilateral Relations and 
Northeast Asia Nuclear Update		
Terence Roehrig
U.S. Naval War College 

 
The Effects of Heightened 
US-China Strategic Competition 
on the US-ROK Alliance
Andrew Yeo & Dr. Patricia Kim
Brookings Institute

Bridges at Panmunjom
LTC Sean Morrow
U.S. Military Academy in West Point

Blake Berger is an Assistant Director at the Asia Society Policy Institute 

in New York. Prior to joining ASPI, Blake was a Research Associate at the 

Centre on Asia and Globalisation at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 

Policy, National University of Singapore. Blake’s research interests include 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Belt and Road 

Initiative, regional integration, international relations, political economy, 

and United States foreign policy towards East and Southeast Asia. 

Jonathan Cristol is the Interim Director of International Studies at 

Adelphi University in Garden City, New York, a Senior Fellow at Bard 

College’s Center for Civic Engagement, and serves as a subject-matter 

expert for a Maryland-based defense contractor. Dr. Cristol is the author 

of more than fifty articles on a wide range of topics pertaining to 

international peace and security, including over a dozen related to the 

Korean Peninsula.  

Charlotte Fitzek is a PhD student in the Department of Politics 

at Princeton University, where she is concentrating in International 

Relations and Comparative Politics. Her main areas of research concern 

politics and security of East Asia, with a special focus on the Korean 

peninsula. She received her M.A. in Asian Studies from the School of 

Foreign Service, Georgetown University, and her B.A. from Wellesley 

College.

Brandon K. Gauthier completed his doctorate in Modern History at 

Fordham University in New York City in 2016. He is an Adjunct Professor 

of History for Fordham University and the Director of Global Education 

at The Derryfield School in Manchester, New Hampshire. His first book 

BEFORE EVIL: Young Lenin, Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini, Mao, and Kim will be 

published on April 27.

Jessica Gott is a Major in the United States Air Force Reserve (USAFR) 

and a Ph.D. student in Security Studies at Princeton’s School of Public 

and International Affairs. Jessica has served in the Department of 

Defense in both military and civilian capacities since 2005. Just prior 

to Princeton, Jessica was serving as an Indo-Pacific Geopolitical 

Strategist on the Headquarters staffs of United Nations Command (UNC), 

Combined Forces Command (CFC) and U.S. Forces Korea (USFK). 

Syrus Jin is a History Ph.D. candidate at the University of Chicago. He 

researches U.S. military assistance and advisory groups, the history of 

U.S. - East Asian relations, and the connection of race and culture to 

foreign policy. He is currently working on his dissertation, tentatively 
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titled “Militarized Modernity: Advisors, Exchange Programs, and the 

Creation of the U.S. Security Architecture in the Pacific.”

Irene Kyoung is the Policy Associate at The Korea Society. She is 

responsible for programming and research on topics involving the 

political, economic, and societal aspects of the U.S.-ROK Alliance, 

Korean peninsula relations, and Northeast Asian affairs. Irene received 

her BA with honors in Government and Legal Studies (American Politics 

concentration) and a minor in Psychology from Bowdoin College and 

her MA in Political Science (International Relations concentration) from 

Columbia University.

June Park is a 2021-22 Fung Global Fellow of the Princeton Institute for 

International and Regional Studies (PIIRS) at Princeton University. She is 

concurrently pursuing the publication of her first book manuscript, DIGITAL 

TRADE WARS & CURRENCY CONFLICT: China, South Korea and Japan’s 

Responses to U.S. Protectionism since COVID-19. Dr. Park earned her BA 

and MA in political science from Korea University, her PhD in Political 

Science from Boston University as a Fulbright Fellow, and completed a 

postdoctoral fellowship at the National University of Singapore. 

Marisela Rivera is a United Nations reporter working for the Yomiuri 

Shimbun. Her focus is on the United Nations Security Council with 

regional concentrations in Southeast Asia, Latin America, and the 

Middle East. Ms. Rivera has a Master’s degree in International Relations 

and Diplomacy from Seton Hall University; her academic background is 

in political science, foreign affairs, human rights, international security, 

international law, and diplomacy.

Yuka Terada is the Senior Program Officer for the Business & 

Policy Program at Japan Society. Her work focuses on planning and 

implementing public and private events that define U.S.-Japan relations.

Yuka earned a Master of Arts in Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, 

and a Bachelor of Arts, in International Relations at the International 

Christian University, in Tokyo.

 

Tingting Wang is the desk officer for nine Pacific island countries, ROK 

and Mongolia in the Asia and Pacific Division in the Department of Political 

and Peacebuilding Affairs at the United Nations. Before joining the UN in 

2019, she worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China as the desk 

officer for ASEAN in the Department of Asian Affairs. She joined the MOFA 

in 2015 upon graduation from Beijing Foreign Studies University.
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Tam Chung is a Senior Political Affairs Officer as well as the Special 

Assistant to the Director & Deputy to the High Representative at the 

Office for Disarmament Affairs (ODA) at the United Nations. He also 

leads ODA’s DPRK team. 

 

Aram Hur joined the Department of Political Science as an Assistant 

Professor in 2019 and holds a joint appointment with the Truman School 

of Public Affairs. She also serves as Co-Director for the MU Institute for 

Korean Studies. She holds a Ph.D. from Princeton University, M.P.P. from 

the Harvard Kennedy School, and B.A. from Stanford University.

Evelyn Hutter is an Executive Director in J.P. Morgan’s Country Risk 

Management Group. She joined in 2010 and is the Regional Coverage 

Head for the Americas. She and her team conduct fundamental macro-

economic and political analysis, rate countries internally, and manage 

and enforce firm-wide country limits. 

Sea Young (Sarah) Kim is a Visiting Scholar for the United States-

South Korea Cooperation in Southeast Asia program at the East-West 

Center, and a PhD Candidate in international cooperation at Yonsei 

University. She previously served as research associate and program 

manager at the East Asia Institute in Seoul, where she was responsible 

for research on East Asian politics and public opinion. She holds an MA 

in Asian studies from Georgetown University and BA in international 

studies from Ewha Womans University.

Sean King is Vice President of Park Strategies, managed by former 

US Senator Alfonse D’Amato. King served as a senior advisor at the 

US Department of Commerce and with PricewaterhouseCoopers and 

Citibank, and appears in major media.

Laurie Mincieli currently serves in the office of the High 

Representative at the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (ODA). Prior to 

ODA, she has held positions in the UN Department of Peace Operations, 

as well as think tanks and non-governmental organizations, focusing on 

multilateral conflict prevention and peacebuilding.

Tomoko Okuno is the Deputy Director for the Business & Policy 

Program at Japan Society. Prior, she worked for the Japan National 

Tourist Organization and in the translation and public relations fields. 

Ashish Pradhan is the International Crisis Group’s UN Analyst, focusing 

primarily on African and Asian crises on the Security Council agenda and 

on the policy positions of relevant UN agencies and key governments. 

 

Fumiko Sasaki is a specialist in international relations focused on 

Asia as well as Japanese Politics. At Columbia University, she teaches 

East Asian Security for SIPA and was an Adjunct Associate Research 

Scholar at the Weatherhead East Asian Institute. Dr. Sasaki received a 

Ph. D and M. A. in Asian Studies and International Relations from SAIS 

at Johns Hopkins University. 

Gloria Steil teaches Literary and Critical Studies at Pratt Institute, 

with a focus on Contemporary Korean Fiction and Film. She has also 

taught Literature in Translation, 19th-century European Novel, English 

Composition, Introduction to Literature, and Academic Writing at 

Columbia, NYU, CUNY, and various institutions in Seoul and Tokyo.

Taylor M. Wettach is an Associate in the Corporate Department of the 

law firm Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP. He holds a JD from New York 

University School of Law, an MA and a BS from Georgetown University’s 

Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, and a Certificate from Keio 

University’s Center for Japanese Studies.
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Terence Roehrig is a professor of national security affairs at the 

U.S. Naval War College. He has been a research fellow at the Kennedy 

School at Harvard University in the International Security Program and 

the Project on Managing the Atom. He is a non-resident expert at the 

Center for Korean Legal Studies at Columbia University. He has published 

numerous books, articles and book chapters on Korean and East Asian 

security issues, North Korea’s nuclear weapons program, the U.S.-

Republic of Korea alliance, Korean maritime issues, human rights and 

transitional justice. He has given presentations to U.S. Forces Korea, the 

U.S. Embassy Seoul and the ROK JCS J-5. He has been a past president of 

the Association of Korean Political Studies.

Andrew Yeo is a senior fellow and the SK-Korea Foundation Chair 

in Korea Studies at Brookings Institution’s Center for East Asia Policy 

Studies. He is also a professor of politics at The Catholic University of 

America in Washington, D.C.His latest book, “State, Society and Markets 

in North Korea” examines marketization in North Korea and its impact 

on state-society relations. Yeo’s scholarly publications can be found 

in International Studies Quarterly, European Journal of International 

Relations, Perspectives on Politics, Comparative Politics, Comparative 

Strategy, Journal of East Asian Studies, and International Relations of the 

Asia-Pacific among others.  He is a two-time recipient of a U.S. Fulbright 

grant conducting research as a senior scholar in the Philippines in 2020, 

and as a graduate student in South Korea in 2005-06. Yeo received 

his doctorate in government from Cornell University, and bachelor’s 

in psychology and international studies magna cum laude from 

Northwestern University.

Patricia M. Kim is a David M. Rubenstein Fellow at Brookings and 

holds a joint appointment to the John L. Thornton China Center and 

the Center for East Asia Policy Studies. She is an expert on Chinese 

foreign policy, U.S.-China relations, and U.S. alliance management 

and regional security dynamics in East Asia. Previously, Kim served 

as a China specialist at the U.S. Institute of Peace and was also a 

Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, 

International Security Program Research Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy 

School of Government’s Belfer Center for Science and International 

Affairs, and postdoctoral fellow at the Princeton-Harvard China and 

the World Program at Princeton University. Kim’s writing and research 

has been featured widely in outlets such as Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

Policy, The New York Times, The Washington Post and The South China 

Morning Post..Kim received her doctoral degree from the Department of 

Politics at Princeton University and her bachelor’s degree with highest 

distinction in political science and Asian studies from the University of 

California, Berkeley. Kim is also a Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 

Center and a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Katrin Fraser Katz, is The Korea Society’s inaugural Van Fleet 

Nonresident Senior Fellow. Dr. Katz is a former director for Japan, Korea, 

and oceanic affairs on the staff of the National Security Council, where 

she served from 2007 to 2008. Previously, she was a special assistant to 

the assistant secretary for international organization affairs at the U.S. 

Department of State and an analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency. 

She currently also serves as an Adjunct Fellow (Non-resident) in the 

Office of the Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS) in Washington, DC. She was previously an Adjunct 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Columbia 

University and has also taught at Georgetown University. In 2017, Dr. 

Katz received the inaugural Sherman Family Korea Emerging Scholar 

Lecture Series award from The Korea Society. Dr. Katz’s research, 

which has been supported by grants from the Korea Foundation and 

the Horowitz Foundation for Social Policy, explores the interplay of 

cooperation and conflict in East Asia’s political, economic, and security 

dynamics. She holds a Ph.D. in political science from Northwestern 

University; a master’s degree in East Asian and international security 

studies from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, where she 

was awarded the John C. Perry Scholarship for East Asian Studies; and 

a bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, in international relations and 

Japanese from the University of Pennsylvania.

Lieutenant Colonel Sean Morrow serves in the Combating Terrorism 

Center at the United States Military Academy in West Point, NY. His 

research interests include national security strategy, alliances, and 

terrorism.   As an infantry officer for 20 years, Sean has served in a 

variety of command and staff positions in the United States, Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and the Republic of Korea.  He is currently a Ph.D. 

Candidate in Political Science at The University of Chicago with an 

expected graduation in 2022. He also received his M.A. in Political 

Science at The University of Chicago, an M.A. in Literature and Irish 

Studies at Boston College, and a B.S. in  Management from the United 

States Military Academy.
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Dynamics of South Korea’s democracy 
and drivers impacting governance 		
Dr. Aram Hur
University of Missouri Department 
of Political Science 

 
Public diplomacy with 
North Korea and the impact 
of outside information 
Dr. Jieun Baek
Harvard Kennedy School’s 
Belfer Center

Impacts of South Korea’s 
evolving public opinion towards 
its neighbors
Dr. Gi-Wook Shin
Stanford University 
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center

Matt Abbott is the Director of Government and Diplomatic Programs 

at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. Prior to joining the Council, he 

served as a staff member in the United States Congress. Abbott received 

his bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College, a diploma from the 

United States Naval War College, and master’s degree from the University 

of Chicago where he wrote his graduate thesis “Chosŏn in the World: 

North Koreans Abroad.”

Kathryn (Katie) Botto is a former senior research analyst in the 

Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Her 

research focuses on South Korean foreign policy and the U.S.-ROK 

alliance. Prior to joining Carnegie, Botto was a research associate with 

U.S. Forces Korea. Botto was awarded a Fulbright grant and completed 

her MA in Global Affairs and Policy in 2018 at Yonsei University in South 

Korea. 

David Cheng Chang is an associate professor in the Division of 

Humanities at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and 

currently the Radcliffe-Harvard Yenching Institute Fellow at Harvard 

University. He studies the Cold War, US-China relations, and the social 

history of war and revolution as experienced by ordinary people. His first 

book The Hijacked War: The Story of Chinese POWs in the Korean War 

was published by Stanford University Press in 2020.

Dr. Darcie Draudt is a Postdoctoral Fellow for the George Washington 

University Institute for Korean Studies (GWIKS) at the Elliott School of 

International Affairs. Draudt has previously held research positions at 

Yonsei University, Pacific Forum, and the Council on Foreign Relations. 

She holds a PhD in political science from Johns Hopkins University and 

an MA in Korean Studies from Yonsei University.

Olivia Enos is a Senior Policy Analyst in the Asian Studies Center at 

The Heritage Foundation where she focuses on human rights challenges 

in Asia. In addition to this, she has a regular column with Forbes. Enos 

graduated with her MA in Asian Studies from Georgetown University 

and her BA in Government from Patrick Henry College.

John G. Grisafi is PhD student and teaching fellow in the department 

of Religious Studies at Yale University, in the fields of Asian Religions and 

Religion & Modernity. John received a BA and MA in History and East 

Asian Languages & Civilizations from the University of Pennsylvania, 

wrote for several years for NK News and NK Pro, and worked as a Korean 

linguist and military analyst for the US Army.
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Sea Young (Sarah) Kim is a Visiting Scholar for the United States-

South Korea Cooperation in Southeast Asia program at the East-West 

Center, and a PhD Candidate in international cooperation at Yonsei 

University. She previously served as research associate and program 

manager at the East Asia Institute in Seoul, where she was responsible 

for research on East Asian politics and public opinion. She holds an MA 

in Asian studies from Georgetown University and BA in international 

studies from Ewha Womans University.

Lucas Kuo is a Senior Analyst on the Counterproliferation team at the 

Center for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS), a Washington DC-based 

nonprofit that uses publicly available information and emerging 

technologies to map, track, and disrupt transnational illicit networks. 

Lucas specializes in North Korean illicit shipping, financial, and 

procurement networks. 

Jennifer Lee is a Senior Associate at The Asia Group (TAG), a 

strategic advisory firm based in DC. A trained economist, she helps 

clients navigate the sectoral policy and political landscape in Korea 

and Singapore, while advancing TAG’s business development efforts. 

Previously, she was with the Eurasia Group and Peterson Institute for 

International Economics (PIIE). Jennifer holds degrees from UC San 

Diego and Ewha Women’s University.

Jacob Stokes is a Fellow in the Indo-Pacific Security Program at the 

Center for a New American Security, where his work focuses on China, 

East Asian security affairs, and U.S. foreign policy toward the region. He 

previously served in the White House on the national security staff of 

then-Vice President Joe Biden. He has also been a senior analyst in the 

China program at the U.S. Institute of Peace, a professional staff member 

for the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, and an 

advisor in the U.S. Senate. 

J. Alex Tarquinio is a Past National President of the Society of 

Professional Journalists and a veteran journalist who has covered politics 

and finance on three continents. Her work has been published in Foreign 

Policy, Politico, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The New 

York Post, The San Francisco Chronicle and The International Herald 

Tribune, among others. 

Riley Walters is deputy director of the Japan Chair at Hudson Institute 

and non-resident senior fellow at the Global Taiwan Institute. Prior to 

joining Hudson, Riley was a senior policy analyst and economist in the 

Asian Studies Center at The Heritage Foundation. Previously, he was 

a Penn Kemble fellow with the National Endowment for Democracy, 

a George C. Marshall fellow at The Heritage Foundation, and most 

recently a national security fellow with the Foundation for Defense of 

Democracies. Riley has a master’s degree in economics from George 

Mason University.

Taylor M. Wettach is an Associate in the Corporate Department of the 

law firm Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP. He holds a JD from New York 

University School of Law, an MA and a BS from Georgetown University’s 

Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, and a Certificate from Keio 

University’s Center for Japanese Studies.

Rob York is Program Director for Regional Affairs at the Pacific Forum. 

He is a Ph.D. candidate in Korean history at the University of Hawaii at 

Manoa, where he also received his master’s degree in Asian studies. 

Before joining the Pacific Forum, York worked as a production editor 

at The South China Morning Post and as chief editor of NK News, a 

specialist site focused on news and analysis of North Korea. York’s 

research specialties include North Korean diplomacy and leadership 

politics, as well as East Asian trade and media discourse.
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Aram Hur joined the University of Missouri Department of Political 

Science as an Assistant Professor in 2019 and holds a joint appointment 

with the Truman School of Public Affairs. She also serves as Co-Director 

for the MU Institute for Korean Studies. Previously, she was a Provost 

Postdoctoral Fellow at New York University and a 2018-19 U.S.-Korea 

NextGen Scholar selected by the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS). She holds a Ph.D. from Princeton University, M.P.P. from 

the Harvard Kennedy School, and B.A. from Stanford University. Dr. Hur’s 

research focuses on national politics and democracy, with particular 

focus on issues of identity change, integration, and democratic support 

in East Asia. Her work is published in academic journals such as the 

British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Politics, and Journal 

of East Asian Studies, and cited in media outlets such as the New York 

Times, Washington Post, and Foreign Policy.

Jieun Baek is a Fellow with the Korea Project and the Applied History 

Project at Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center where she focuses on 

North Korea policy. She is the author of North Korea’s Hidden Revolution: 

How the Information Underground is Transforming a Closed Society, 

and is the founder and co-director of Lumen, a non-profit organization 

that works to make information available to all North Koreans. Prior 

to receiving her doctorate in Public Policy at the University of Oxford, 

she was a Research Fellow at the Belfer Center, and worked at Google 

headquarters for several years where, among other roles, she served 

as Google Ideas’ North Korea expert. Baek received her bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees from Harvard.  She is a proud Los Angeles native. 

Gi-Wook Shin is the director of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific 

Research Center; the William J. Perry Professor of Contemporary Korea; 

the founding director of the Korea Program; a senior fellow of the 

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies; and a professor of 

sociology, all at Stanford University. As a historical-comparative and 

political sociologist, his research has concentrated on social movements, 

nationalism, development, and international relations. Shin is the 

author/editor of twenty books and numerous articles. His recent books 

include Shifting Gears in Innovation Policy from Asia (2020); Strategic, 

Policy and Social Innovation for a Post-Industrial Korea: Beyond 

the Miracle (2018); and Superficial Korea (2017). Due to the wide 

popularity of his publications, many of them have been translated and 

distributed to Korean audiences. His articles have appeared in academic 

journals including American Journal of Sociology, Comparative 

Studies in Society and History, Political Science Quarterly, International 

Sociology, Nations and Nationalism, Pacific Affairs, Asian Survey, and 

Journal of Democracy. Before coming to Stanford, Shin taught at the 

University of Iowa and the University of California, Los Angeles. After 

receiving his BA from Yonsei University in Korea, he was awarded his MA 

and PhD from the University of Washington.

SPEAKERS42



43



Thinking Asia - North Korean Analysis
Sue Mi Terry
The Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS)

 
Thinking Asia - Impasse in 
Korea-Japan Relations
Alexis Dudden
University of Connecticut

Thinking Asia - International 
Organization Approaches to 
Northeast Asia Problem Solving
Sonja Bachmann
United Nations Department 
for Political Affairs

Kylie Atwood is a national security correspondent for CNN based in 

Washington, DC. She broke stories on US-North Korea talks, and details of 

Trump’s conversations with Kim Jong Un. Prior to joining CNN, Atwood was 

the CBS News State Department reporter. Atwood graduated cum laude 

from Middlebury College with a major in international studies and a minor 

in economics. 

Anastasia Barci joined J.P. Morgan’s Country Risk Management Group 

in 2016, covering initially Western Europe and more recently Asia-Pacific, 

with a focus in Southeast Asia. Anastasia holds an MSc in Financial 

Engineering from New York University and graduate degrees in Economics 

and Applied Economics & Finance from Athens University of Economics 

and Business.

Jason Bartlett is a Research Assistant for the Energy, Economics, and 

Security Program at the Center for a New American Security. His work 

focuses on global proliferation finance networks and sanctions evasion 

tactics with specific emphasis on North Korea, Iran, and Venezuela. 

Jason holds an MA in Asian Studies and a Certificate in Refugee and 

Humanitarian Emergencies from Georgetown University, as well as a BS in 

Spanish and International Studies from SUNY Oneonta. 

Chery Kang is a correspondent for CNBC Asia Pacific. She is based in Hong 

Kong and covers Asia-Pacific business news across all CNBC programming. 

Prior to joining CNBC, Chery was a prime time anchor for Arirang TV in 

Seoul. Chery graduated from the HKUST-NYU Stern Masters of Science in 

Global Finance (Class of 2018) and Ewha Womans University in Seoul with 

a degree in International Studies.

Kazuyo Kato is Executive Director of Japan Center for International 

Exchange USA (JCIE/USA), a U.S. non-profit organization dedicated to 

promoting U.S.-Japan exchanges to address shared regional and global 

challenges. She was Senior Director of Partnerships & Initiatives at 

Japan Society in New York and Director of Programs & Administration at 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA. 

Kyle Ferrier is a Fellow and Director of Academic Affairs at the Korea 

Economic Institute of America (KEI), and regular contributor to the Koreas 

section for The Diplomat. Before joining KEI, he earned a Master of Science 

in International Political Economy from the London School of Economics 

and was a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant in South Korea.

Nahae Kim is a Regional Desk Specialist for Asia and the Pacific in 

the Policy and Strategy Division at the United Nations Population Fund 
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(UNFPA). Her portfolio includes representation and liaison for the 

Asia-Pacific region in global forums and positioning UNFPA country 

programmes and results in global-level intergovernmental and 

interagency engagements.

Anna Larsson is a Political Affairs Advisor at the Permanent Mission 

of Sweden to the United Nations in New York. She advises the Swedish 

Mission on Asia-related issues and Women, Peace and Security. 

S. Nathan Park is an attorney based in Washington D.C., practicing 

international litigation, arbitration and government enforcement 

defense.  As an expert in East Asian politics and economy, Mr Park 

contributed articles that appeared on CNN, the Washington Post, Foreign 

Policy and others.

Melany Sun-Min Park is a Visiting Fellow at Harvard Graduate School 

of Arts and Sciences, where she obtained her PhD in Architecture. In June 

2021, she will be joining Gensler, a global architecture firm, as a strategist 

in the consulting division. In 2020, Melany was named Korea Society’s 

Sherman Family Emerging Lecture Awardee. 

Ajith Sunghay is a Human Rights Officer and Cluster Lead for Asia Pacific 

and Africa (non-peacekeeping) at the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in New York. Prior to this, he 

worked at OHCHR in the Middle North Africa section, Geneva; Asia Pacific 

Section, Geneva; and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

Sonja Bachmann is Teamleader on Northeast Asia and the Pacific in the 

UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, Asia and the Pacific 

Division with a focus on peace and security issues on the Korean Peninsula as 

well as engagement with the Pacific Islands Forum member countries. Prior 

to joining the United Nations, Ms. Bachmann has worked in the World Bank 

on community driven development. She also spent a year in Peru advising 

the Peruvian Government on investment promotion and sustainable tourism. 

Ms. Bachmann holds a Master of Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy, MA and a PhD in political science from the 

University in Vienna, Austria. 

Alexis Dudden is professor of history at the University of Connecticut, 

where she teaches modern Japanese, Korean, and international history. 

Dudden received her BA from Columbia University in 1991 and her PhD in 

history from the University of Chicago in 1998. She has lived and studied 

for extended periods of time in Japan and South Korea, with awards from 

Fulbright, ACLS, NEH, and SSRC as well as fellowships at Princeton and 

Harvard. Currently, Dudden’s research centers on Japan’s territorial contests 

with regional neighbors, completing a book project tentatively called, The 

Opening and Closing of Japan, 1850-2020 (with Oxford). She publishes 

regularly in print and online media, most recently, “America’s Dirty Secret 

in East Asia” (NYT) and “Japan’s Rising Sun Flag Has a History of Horror” 

(Guardian).

Sue Mi Terry joined CSIS in 2017 as senior fellow for Korea after a 

distinguished career in intelligence, policymaking, and academia following 

Korean issues. She also teaches at the Asian Studies Program at Georgetown 

University and is an analyst and commentator for MSNBC and NBC News 

programs.  Prior to CSIS, she served as a senior analyst on Korean issues at 

the CIA from 2001 to 2008, where she produced hundreds of intelligence 

assessments—including a record number of contributions to the president’s 

Daily Brief. From 2008 to 2009, Dr. Terry was the director for Korea, Japan, 

and Oceanic affairs at the National Security Council under both Presidents 

George W. Bush and Barack Obama. In that role, she formulated, coordinated, 

and implemented U.S. government policy on Korea and Japan. From 2009 

to 2010, she was deputy national intelligence officer for East Asia at the 

National Intelligence Council. In that position, she led the U.S. Intelligence 

Community’s production of strategic analysis on East Asian issues and 

authored multiple National Intelligence Estimates.
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Impact of US Elections on Korea 
and Northeast Asia Policy 
and US-China Relations
Scott A. Snyder
Senior Fellow for Korea Studies 
and Director of the Program on 
US-Korea Policy, Council on 
Foreign Relations 

 
Korea-China Ties and 
New Developments
Orville Schell
Arthur Ross Director of the 
Center on US-China Relations
Asia Society 

John Park
Director of the Korea Project and 
Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy at 
the Harvard Kennedy School’s 
Belfer Center

North Korean Challenges
Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt
Nonresident Fellow with 
38 North, Henry L. Stimson Center; 
formerly UN Panel of Experts

Sunniva Abrahamsen is a diplomat with the Mission of Norway 

to the UN, covering Asian affairs as Norway prepares for UN Security 

Council membership 2021-2022. She was previously posted in Beijing, 

covering in particular Northeast Asia regional issues.

Ben Cushman is a Vice President on MetLife’s International 

Government Relations team where he leads U.S.-based advocacy for 

MetLife’s business in Asia. He served more than a decade at the U.S. 

Treasury Department and holds degrees from Duke University and Johns 

Hopkins, and is a CFA charterholder.

 

Randall Jones is a Professional Fellow at the Center on Japanese 

Economy and Business at Columbia Business School and Non-resident 

Fellow at the Korea Economic Institute of America. He is former Senior 

Counselor for East Asia and Former Head of Japan/Korea Desk at the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). He 

holds a  PhD in Economics from the University of Michigan.  

Soo Kim is a policy analyst at the RAND Corporation and adjunct 

instructor at American University. At RAND, her research covers a 

broad range of defense and foreign policy issues for the Department 

of Defense, including North Korea’s nuclear strategy and conventional 

military threat. She began her career as a North Korea analyst in the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), where she specialized in decision-

making and regime propaganda.

Peter Martin is a political reporter for Bloomberg News and the author 

of China’s Civilian Army: The Rise of Wolf Warrior Diplomacy (Oxford 

University Press, April 2021). He has written extensively on escalating 

tensions in the US-China relationship and reported from China’s border 

with North Korea. He holds degrees from the University of Oxford, Peking 

University and the London School of Economics.

Sanna Orava is a Finnish diplomat currently serving as First Secretary 

at the Finnish Permanent Mission to the United Nations. Her areas of 

responsibility include disarmament affairs, peacekeeping and Asia 

including the DPRK.

Sheila Park is a Political Affairs Officer in the Department of Political 

and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA) at the UN, covering China and 

Mongolia. Prior to that, she was part of the Afghanistan Team in DPPA. 

Before joining the UN, she served as a Security Council researcher at 

the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations, 

responsible for the Middle East and the North Africa portfolio.
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Fumiko Sasaki is a specialist in international relations focused on Asia 

as well as Japanese Politics. At Columbia University, she teaches East 

Asian Security for SIPA and was an Adjunct Associate Research Scholar 

at the Weatherhead East Asian Institute. Dr. Sasaki received a Ph. D and 

M. A. in Asian Studies and International Relations from SAIS at Johns 

Hopkins University. 

Scott Snyder is senior fellow for Korea studies and director of the 

program on U.S.-Korea policy at the Council on Foreign Relations 

(CFR). His program examines South Korea’s efforts to contribute on the 

international stage; its potential influence and contributions as a middle 

power in East Asia; and the peninsular, regional, and global implications 

of North Korean instability. Mr. Snyder is the author of South Korea at 

the Crossroads: Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival Powers.

Orville Schell is the Arthur Ross Director of the Center on U.S.-China 

Relations at Asia Society in New York. He is a former professor and 

Dean at the University of California, Berkeley Graduate School of 

Journalism. Schell is the author of fifteen books, ten of them about 

China, and a contributor to numerous edited volumes. He is a Fellow at 

the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia University, a Senior 

Fellow at the Annenberg School of Communications at USC and a 

member of the Council on Foreign Relations. Schell is also the recipient 

of many prizes and fellowships, including a Guggenheim Fellowship, 

the Overseas Press Club Award, and the Harvard-Stanford Shorenstein 

Prize in Asian Journalism.

Stephanie T. Kleine-Ahlbrandt is a Nonresident Fellow with the 

38 North program at the Henry L. Stimson Center. She served from 

2014-2019 as the Finance and Economics Expert on the DPRK Panel of 

Experts at the United Nations Security Council. Prior to that, she was 

Asia-Pacific Director for the US Institute of Peace, and from 2008–2013, 

she directed the Northeast Asia office of the International Crisis Group in 

Beijing, China. 
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Approaching Korea for the 2020s
Sung-Yoon Lee
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy

 
 US-Korea Alliance Seventy Years 		
Since the Start of the Korean War
Bruce Klingner
Northeast Asia, Heritage Foundation 
Asian Studies Center

Korea-US Relations 
and Ways Forward
Sue Mi Terry
Center for Strategic 
and International Studies

Lin Cao is the focal point for East Asia in the Regional Bureau for Asia 

and the Pacific of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

She has more than 20 years of professional experience in international 

development assistance. 

Junsuk (Tony) Choi joined AIG in 2018 as a client director of Asian 

Corporate Solutions, and is now the team lead for North America 

operations of Asian multinational companies. 

Nicholas Consonery is Director of Global Markets Research & Strategy 

for Eurasia Group, responsible for managing global markets advisory 

research and relationships with institutional investors and financial 

firms. 

Evelyn Hutter is an Executive Director in J.P. Morgan’s Country Risk 

Management Group. She joined in 2010 and is the Regional Coverage 

Head for the Americas. She and her team conduct fundamental macro-

economic and political analysis, rate countries internally, and manage 

and enforce firm-wide country limits. 

Xinyan Li is a Senior Political Officer in the Political, Peacekeeping, 

Humanitarian and Human Rights Unit of the Executive Office of the 

United Nations Secretary-General. Previously, she was a Senior Political 

Officer in the Office of the Assistant Secretary-General for Strategic 

Coordination.

Laurie Mincieli currently serves in the office of the High Representative 

at the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (ODA). Prior to ODA, she has 

held positions in the UN Department of Peace Operations, as well 

as think tanks and non-governmental organizations, focusing on 

multilateral conflict prevention and peacebuilding.

Gloria Steil teaches Literary and Critical Studies at Pratt Institute, 

with a focus on Contemporary Korean Fiction and Film. She has also 

taught Literature in Translation, 19th-century European Novel, English 

Composition, Introduction to Literature, and Academic Writing at 

Columbia, NYU, CUNY, and various institutions in Seoul and Tokyo.

David Wainer writes about international affairs and the United 

Nations for Bloomberg News in New York. David was previously based in 

Jerusalem, where he was deputy Bureau Chief for Bloomberg News.
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Joan Wargo is Deputy Director of the Center for Korean Legal Studies 

at Columbia Law School. She has two decades of experience as a 

fundraiser in university settings and in the fields of local economic 

development and human services.  

Sung-Yoon Lee, Kim Koo-Korea Foundation Professor of Korean Studies 

and Assistant Professor, teaches courses on Korea and U.S.-East Asia 

relations at the renowned Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He is a 

former research fellow with the National Asia Research Program, a joint 

initiative by the National Bureau of Asia Research and the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars, and a former associate in research at the 

Korea Institute, Harvard University.

Bruce Klingner specializes in Korean and Japanese affairs as the senior 

research fellow for Northeast Asia at The Heritage Foundation’s Asian Studies 

Center. Klingner’s analyses and writing about North Korea, South Korea and 

Japan, as well as related issues, are informed by his twenty years of service at 

the Central Intelligence Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agency. 

Sue Mi Terry joined CSIS in 2017 as senior fellow for Korea after 

a distinguished career in intelligence, policymaking, and academia 

following Korean issues. She also teaches at the Asian Studies Program 

at Georgetown University and is an analyst and commentator for MSNBC 

and NBC News programs.  Prior to CSIS, she served as a senior analyst on 

Korean issues at the CIA from 2001 to 2008, where she produced hundreds 

of intelligence assessments—including a record number of contributions 

to the president’s Daily Brief. 
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Korea-Japan Relations 
Katrin Katz
Center for Strategic 
and International Studies

 
Korean Peninsula Security Update
General (ret.) Vincent Brooks
Former United States Forces Korea/		
United Nations Command/
Combined Forces Commander General

The US-DPRK Summit Process
Tom Byrne and Jonathan Corrado
Korea Society

Grace Choi is the Director of Policy in the NYC Mayor’s Office. She served 

in President Obama’s Administration as Policy Advisor in the Secretary of 

State’s Office on Global Women’s Issues and as Staff Assistant in the White 

House Liaison’s Office at the U.S. Department of State.

 

Tam Chung is a Senior Political Affairs Officer as well as the Special 

Assistant to the Director & Deputy to the High Representative at the Office 

for Disarmament Affairs (ODA) at the United Nations. He also leads ODA’s 

DPRK team. 

Franz-Stefan Gady is Senior Editor with The Diplomat. Franz-Stefan also 

is a Senior Fellow with the EastWest Institute and a Research Fellow at the 

Institute for International Strategic Studies. He is the author of a number of 

monographs and book chapters on Asian and European security issues. 

Matt Hays joined Gryphon Strategies in 2019 as Director for Asia 

Operations. Matt advises clients investing in and/or conducting business 

in the APAC region and manages Gryphon’s political risk, business 

intelligence, due diligence and other investigative offerings in Asia. 

Isaac Kim is Vice President at JPMorgan, where he oversees regulatory 

affairs for derivative securities. Previously, Isaac conducted credit risk 

reserve (CVA) valuation at JPMorgan, and served as a credit risk manager 

at Deutsche Bank, Bear Stearns, and the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi. 

Assaf Naaman is a Humanitarian Affairs Officer covering the DPR Korea 

at the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Prior to that, he covered the Middle East and North Africa region for UN 

OCHA. 

Chris Rice is Director of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 

United Nations Office in New York City. From 2014 to 2019 Chris served 

in South Korea as MCC’s Director for Northeast Asia, leading MCC’s relief, 

development, and peace work on the Korean peninsula. 

Frank Ucciardo has reported on International Affairs over the last two 

decades for AP, NBC, CBS and is currently the Chief U.N. Correspondent for 

TRT World International Television News. 

Todd Wiesel is a member of the Instructional Support team at Columbia’s 

School of Professional Studies and a former IDF urban warfare and counter 

terror specialist.
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Katrin Katz is a former director for Japan, Korea, and oceanic affairs on 

the staff of the National Security Council, where she served from 2007 to 

2008. Previously, she was an analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency. In 

2017, she received the inaugural Sherman Family Korea Emerging Scholar 

Lecture Series award from the Korea Society.

General (ret.) Vincent Brooks is a career Army officer who recently 

retired from active duty as the four-star general in command of all US 

Forces in Korea, where he concurrently commanded United Nations 

Command as well as the Republic of Korea—US Combined Forces 

Command comprising over 650,000 Koreans and Americans under arms.

Tom Byrne is president of the Korea Society. He worked prior in 

senior positions with Moody’s. He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins 

School for Advanced International Studies (SAIS), worked in the 

Peace Corps in Korea, and teaches graduates at Columbia University’s 

SIPA and at Georgetown University.

Jonathan Corrado is director for policy. He worked at McLarty 

Associates in Washington, DC and is a graduate of the Georgetown School 

of Foreign Service. He served as a Korean-to-English translator for three 

years with Daily NK and currently writes for NK Pro.
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Korea at a Crossroads 
Scott Snyder
Council on Foreign Relations

 
Nuclear North Korea and 
Alliances in Northeast Asia
Victor Cha
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies 
Georgetown University

New Northern and Southern 
Strategies on the Peninsula
Gordon Flake
Perth USAsia Centre

Roy Appelman is co-head of strategic partnerships and a senior 

portfolio manager within the Global Portfolio Solutions (GPS) Group 

in Goldman Sachs Asset Management. Previously, he led the strategic 

asset allocation and quant research effort in GPS. 

Hannah Bae is a freelance journalist who is currently an Open City 

fellow in narrative nonfiction at Asian American Writers’ Workshop 

and the president of Asian American Journalists Association’s New 

York chapter. 

Henri Féron is a Post-Doctoral Research Scholar for the Center for 

Korean Legal Studies at Columbia Law School. His research focuses on 

use of force, sanctions, law of the sea and Korean reunification. 

Yoonhee Oh is a Korean journalist working at The Chosunilbo. Since 

2005, she has covered various issues including crimes, education, 

welfare, real estate and retail business. She is now the paper’s New 

York correspondent.

Jonas Pasquier is a Swiss career diplomat, currently serving as Deputy 

Political Coordinator at the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the 

United Nations, where he is the lead-expert on MENA and Asia dossiers. 

Matt Peterson is a journalist who covers global affairs. He’s the 

editor of The Masthead, The Atlantic’s premium subscription service, 

which he launched in 2017. 

Anders Skiöldebrand is a Swedish diplomat currently serving as 

First Secretary at the Mission of Sweden to the United Nations in New 

York. He is covering files connected to Europe, Latin-America and Asia, 

including DPRK.

Jonathan Taylor is the North Korea Political Advisor at the U.S. 

Mission to the United Nations and is responsible for managing the 

United Nations 1718 Sanctions Committee for the United States. 

Frank Ucciardo is the Chief UN Correspondent for TRT WORLD News. 

The Emmy Award-winning Correspondent has worked for CBS, NBC 

and CNN. 
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Scott Snyder is senior fellow for Korea studies and director of the 

program on U.S.-Korea policy at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). His 

program examines South Korea’s efforts to contribute on the international 

stage; its potential influence and contributions as a middle power in East 

Asia; and the peninsular, regional, and global implications of North Korean 

instability. Mr. Snyder is the author of South Korea at the Crossroads: 

Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival Powers.

Victor Cha is Senior Adviser and Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic 

and International Studies in Washington, D.C. He also holds the D.S. Song-

KF Professorship in Government and International Affairs at Georgetown 

University. He left the White House in 2007 after serving since 2004 as 

Director for Asian Affairs at the National Security Council (NSC).

Gordon Flake is founding CEO of the Perth USAsia Centre at the 

University of Western Australia. Prior to joining the Centre, he was the 

Executive Director of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation, a 

Senior Fellow and Associate Director of the Program on Conflict Resolution 

at The Atlantic Council of the United States, and Director for Research and 

Academic Affairs at the Korea Economic Institute of America.
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US-Korea Alliance
Professor Terry Roehrig
Naval War College

 
Capitol Hill, Midterm Elections, 
and Prospects for Korea and Asia
Mark Manyin 
Congressional Research Service

Emma Chanlett-Avery
Congressional Research Service

The US-DPRK Summit Process
Professor Sung-Yoon Lee
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy

Arthur Everett Byrnes is the Senior Managing Director (and 

co-owner) of Deltec Asset Management LLC, a boutique investment 

management firm best known for its emerging markets expertise.  

Ollie Campbell is a senior policy analyst at the UK Mission to the 

United Nations, where his portfolio includes the 1718 DPRK Sanctions 

Committee. Prior to working for the Foreign and Commonwealth office, 

Ollie spent 17 years as an officer in the British Army.

Bilal Aurang Zeb Durran is Partnerships Manager with UNICEF 

Headquarters, he is responsible for establishing and managing 

partnerships with the governments of East Asia and the Pacific. 

Kjetil J. Halvorsen is a Norwegian diplomat. He joined the Norwegian 

Foreign Service in 1993 and is currently working at the Permanent 

Mission of Norway to the United Nations. His area of responsibility 

covers a wide range of peace and security issues, including Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea. 

Katrin Fraser Katz, currently an adjunct fellow (non-resident) at the 

Center for Strategic Studies (CSIS), is a former director for Japan, Korea 

and oceanic affairs on the staff of the U.S. National Security Council 

(NSC), where she served from 2007 to 2008. 

Juliet Lee is the Project Manager at the Forum on Asia-Pacific Security 

at the NCAFP, where she organizes Track 1 1⁄2 and Track II conferences 

and meetings on Northeast Asian security issues. She is also a Pacific 

Forum CSIS Young Leader 2018 cohort. 

Tom O’Connor is a staff writer at Newsweek, where he focuses on 

global conflicts and crises, especially in the Middle East and Asia. He 

has previously written for the Staten Island Advance, the Daily Star in 

Lebanon, the New York Post and International Business Times. 

Klara Wyrzykowska works as an associate Political Affairs Officer in 

the United Nations Department of Political Affairs. She’s been a member 

of the Northeast Asia Team, Asia and the Pacific Division, since April 

2018, and covers the Republic of Korea and inter-Korean relations.  She 

also supports the division in covering China, Japan and Mongolia.  
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Terry Roehrig is professor of National Security Affairs and the Director 

of the Asia-Pacific Studies Group. He has been a Research Fellow at 

the Kennedy School at Harvard University in the International Security 

Program and the Project on Managing the Atom and a past President of 

the Association of Korean Political Studies.

Mark Manyin is a specialist in Asian Affairs at the Congressional 

Research Service (CRS), a non-partisan agency that provides information 

and analysis to members of the U.S. Congress and their staff.

Emma Chanlett-Avery, Specialists in Asian Affairs of the Congressional 

Research Service, Thursday, November 8, at 4PM on Capitol Hill, Midterm 

Elections, and Prospects for Korea and Asia.

Sung-Yoon Lee, Kim Koo-Korea Foundation Professor of Korean Studies 

and Assistant Professor, teaches courses on Korea and U.S.-East Asia 

relations at The Fletcher School, Tufts University. His opeds have been 

published multiple times in The Hill, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, 

Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs, and 

Asia Times.

SPEAKERS 55



Korea’s Regional Relations 
John Park
Harvard Kennedy School

 
 North Korea’s Economy
Nicholas Eberstadt
American Enterprise Institute

North Korean Human Rights
Greg Scarlatoiu of the Committee 
for Human Rights in North Korea

Yan Chen is currently a senior consultant at Momentum Advisors. 

She spent over a decade working in Asia in capital markets, financial 

management, and international business. 

Lila Del Colle is a First Secretary at the Netherlands Permanent Mission 

to the UN and is the focal point for DPRK and Iran related issues in the UN 

Security Council. Lila previously served in Geneva and the Hague in various 

multilateral positions, ranging from security policy to human rights. 

Jong Kwon Youn is a member of the UN’s Panel of Experts on DPRK 

sanctions. Since joining the ROK foreign service in 1996, he served as 

Director of Disarmament and Non-proliferation Division, and was a 

delegation member to the UN First Committee, NPT Review Conference, 

MTCR and NSG Plenary meetings, and the Six-Party Talks, among others. 

Charles Kimball has been the Managing Director of the Korea Center 

for International Finance – New York, since October 2010.  In this role, 

Mr. Kimball writes regularly on the US economy and government policy, 

Emerging Markets (especially China), Europe and Japan, as well as on the 

views of foreign investors in Korean securities. 

 

Ankit Panda is an award-winning writer, analyst, and researcher focusing 

on international security, geopolitics, and economics in Asia. His work 

has appeared in a range of publications across the world, including The 

Diplomat, The Atlantic, the Washington Quarterly, Al Jazeera, Politico 

Magazine, BBC News, and War on the Rocks. 

Mark Power is First Secretary and Head of Strategic Threats at the UK 

Mission to the UN where he leads the team covering DPRK, Syria, Iran, 

South Asia and the Pacific as well as Counter Terrorism, sanctions and 

non-proliferation.

Angela Rhyee is the Director of Development at the Korea Society. She 

supports the President’s fundraising activities, serves as the point-of-

contact for key corporate and government relationships, and organizes the 

Society’s special events. 

Robert Savage is a Partner and the Chief Executive Officer of CCTrack 

Solutions.  Prior to forming CCTrack Solutions, he was the COO at FX 

Concepts. Prior to FX Concepts, Mr. Savage was Managing Director of 

FX Macro Sales at Goldman Sachs, where began to publish widely-

read and insightful research focusing on the FX markets and the 

macroeconomic environment.  
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​Shen Xi is Vice Consul of the Chinese Consulate General in New York. 

Before joining the Consulate in 2017, he worked with the Department 

of North American and Oceanian Affairs in the Chinese Foreign Ministry 

in Beijing, taking care of China-US relationship and in particular, law 

enforcement and consular affairs between the two countries. 

 

Schuyler Vreeland is a New York-based trader for Deutsche Bank, 

specializing in a range of Asian Currency and Fixed Income Markets. In 

addition to trading Korean offshore currency derivatives, he has closely 

tracked the internationalization of the offshore Chinese Yuan in the past 

several years, including the CNH market since its inception. 

Nicholas Eberstadt holds the Henry Wendt Chair in Political Economy 

at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), where he researches and 

writes extensively on demographics and economic development 

generally, and more specifically on international security in the Korean 

peninsula and Asia.

John Park is Director of the Korea Working Group and an Adjunct 

Lecturer at the Harvard Kennedy School. He is also a Faculty Affiliate 

with the Project on Managing the Atom at the Harvard Kennedy School’s 

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs.

Greg Scarlatoiu is the Executive Director of the Committee for Human 

Rights in North Korea (HRNK) in Washington, D.C. Prior to HRNK, 

Scarlatoiu was with the Korea Economic Institute (KEI) in Washington, 

D.C. He has over six years of experience in international development, on 

projects funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development, the 

World Bank, and the Asian Development Bank.

______________________________________________

“I really valued being with such an extraordinary group of Kim Koo fellows. 

The caliber of the fellows was really extraordinary, and being able to 

interact with them and take those conversations outside of the Kim Koo 

program was really rewarding for me.”

-Earl Carr, Managing Director, Momentum Advisors
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Trump’s Asia Trip, Washington 
 and Current Korea Policy
Sue Mi Terry
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS)

 
Russia’s Tilt to Asia 
and Korea Policy
Anna Kireeva
Moscow Institute of 
World Economy and 
International Relations 

 North Korea Sanctions 
and Financial Cutoffs
William Newcomb
Former UN Panel of Experts Member

Sonja Bachmann is currently leading the Team on Northeast Asia 

and the Pacific in the UN Department for Political Affairs, Asia and the 

Pacific Division. She has worked over 17 years in the United Nations 

Department for Political Affairs and United Nations Department for 

Peacekeeping Operations. 

Rudy Bednar is executive producer and director for the ABC News 

Longform Unit. He has ten News & Documentary Emmys, four DuPonts, 

two Peabodys, and was nominated for two Primetime Emmys.

Earl Carr is Managing Director for Momentum Advisors, an international 

wealth management firm. He joined Momentum Advisors from Morgan 

Stanley, where he was a Vice President at the Institute for Sustainable 

Investing. 

Martin Cooles is First Secretary at the UK Mission to the United Nations, 

leading on DPRK issues. He joined the UK Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office in 2007, specialising in Sanctions Policy, and Iran. 

Jonathan Corrado is associate policy director at the Korea Society, and 

a graduate of the Georgetown University Walsh School of Foreign Service 

M.A. in Asian Studies Program. 

Amelie Coyet is a Swedish diplomat currently working at the Swedish 

Mission to the United Nations. Her primary areas of responsibility include 

Asia and non-proliferation and disarmament issues.

Matteo Fachinotti serves as head of the Political Section at the Mission 

of Switzerland to the United Nations. He’s worked in various positions at 

the International Organizations and the Security Policy divisions of the 

Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs in Bern, and at the Swiss 

Embassy in Rome. 

Timothy Foley is an analyst at Chalkstream Capital Group, L.P., focusing 

on investments in Korea and Japan. Prior to Chalkstream, he worked at EFG 

Asset Management covering a range of alternative investments, as well as 

Credit Suisse and Archery Capital. 

Jane Kim is senior director for finance at the Korea Society. She  

administers budgets, grants, human resources, finances and accounting. 

Ashish Pradhan is the International Crisis Group’s UN Analyst, focusing 

primarily on African and Asian crises on the Security Council agenda and 

on the policy positions of relevant UN agencies and key governments. 
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Carl-Magnus Svensson is the serving deputy military advisor at the 

Swedish Mission to the United Nations, and holds a Master of Science in 

War Studies. He previously served as commanding officer for the Swedish 

Forces in Mali and have several previous positions in operational areas.

Joost Van Dieren serves as First Secretary at the Mission of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands to the UN in New York. He covers 

non-proliferation and disarmament issues, including the DPRK in the 

context of the UN Security Council. 

Sue Mi Terry is Senior Fellow, Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS). Prior to CSIS, she served as a senior analyst on 

Korean issues at the CIA and deputy national intelligence officer for East 

Asia at the National Intelligence Council.  

Anna Kireeva is a Professor at the Moscow Institute of World Economy 

and International Relations. 

William Newcomb is a former UN Panel of Experts Member and 

US State and Treasury official. He currently is a fellow at the Center 

for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS), and was previously a visiting 

scholar at the US-Korea Institute at the Johns Hopkins School of 

Advanced International Studies. 

______________________________________________

“It was a very rewarding experience for me. I’ve kept in touch with several 

of the alumni from my group and encourage anybody considering it to do it. 

It’s a great honor to be asked [to attend] and you’ll be glad you did.”

-Sean King, Senior Vice President, Park Strategies
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Trump and Asia
Patrick Cronin
Center for a New American Security

 
US-ROK Alliance and North Korea
Bruce Klingner
Heritage Foundation

China-Korea Relations and 
Northeast Asia Developments
Isaac Stone Fish
Center on US-China Relations
Asia Society

Kosuke Amiya is Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of Japan to the 

United Nations, in charge of North Korea, counter terrorism, disarmament, 

non-proliferation, and Asia issues. 

Christoph Anton is Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of Germany to 

the United Nations. He covers disarmament, arms control, and non-

proliferation issues, as well as North Korea issues. 

Stephen Bisogno is Senior Underwriter at AIG with significant 

experience living and working in China. He holds a MA in Diplomacy and 

International Relations from Seton Hall University, a BA in International 

Relations from Weber State University, and a certificate in Mandarin 

language studies from Shanghai International Studies University.

Lin Cao is Country Office Coordinator and Liaison Advisor at the United 

Nations Development Program. Prior, she was Head of the South and West 

Asia Cluster in Bangkok. 

Jonathan Dowdall is a Senior Policy Adviser for the United Kingdom 

Mission to the United Nations. He covers non-proliferation and Asia, with 

a particular focus on the DPRK, counterterrorism, and countering violent 

extremism. He previously worked at NATO and as a security and defense 

affairs correspondent and academic.

Kambis Foroohar is a National Security and Foreign Policy Reporter at 

Bloomberg News. He has covered Iran-nuclear talks in Geneva and Vienna 

and UN Security Council deliberations over North Korea’s missile program. 

Prior, he worked at Forbes and Dow Jones. 

Major General Patrick Gauchat is now Head of Swiss delegation 

to Netural Nations Supervisory Commission in Panmunjom, Korea. He 

was  Senior Military Liaison Officer at the United Nations Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, Office of Operations and the Deputy Chief of 

Staff at the United Nations Truce Supervision Office in the Middle East, 

working to ensure stability in the region. 

Javier Gutiérrez is a Counsellor at the Spanish Mission to the UN, where 

he is responsible for non-proliferation, disarmament, and international 

security affairs. Prior, he was responsible for the two UNSC Committees 

that Spain chaired (1540 on proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; 

and 1718 on sanctions regarding the DPRK). 
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Doug Hostetter is the Director of the Mennonite Central Committee 

Office at the United Nations where he covers Palestine, Israel, Syria, Iraq, 

Iran, and North and South Korea. 

Cobb Mixter is an Executive at Hakluyt. He worked prior with Alcoa 

Corporation, as an International Affairs Fellow at the Council on Foreign 

Relations, and Managing Director for China Operations and Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs at the US Treasury Department. 

Diego Garcia Represa is a Foreign and Security Policy Adviser at the 

Permanent Mission of Spain to the UN. Prior, he was a consultant for 

the Corporate Security Division of the World Bank, the United Nations 

Development Program in the Solomon Islands, and the Institute for the 

Study of Conflict and Humanitarian Action (IECAH) in Spain. 

Wan Jun Seow is Associate Legal Officer at the United Nations Office of 

Legal Affairs. Prior, she was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Columbia 

Law School’s Center for Korean Legal Studies, involved in research and 

advisory projects on public international law and human rights concerns 

on the Korean Peninsula and in East Asia. 

Patrick Cronin is a Senior Advisor and Senior Director of the Asia-

Pacific Security Program at the Center for a New American Security. 

Prior, he was the Senior Director of the Institute for National Strategic 

Studies at the National Defense University, Director of Studies at the 

London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies, and Senior 

Vice President and Director of Research at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies. 

Isaac Stone Fish is a Senior Fellow at the Asia Society, on sabbatical 

from Foreign Policy, where he served as Asia Editor. A former Beijing 

correspondent for Newsweek, Stone Fish spent seven years living in 

China. He has appeared on or in MSNBC, NPR, the New York Times, 

Washington Post, The Atlantic, Slate, The Guardian, PRI, the BBC, the 

Sydney Morning Herald, Talking Points Memo, and Al-Jazeera, among 

others, and in Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Taiwanese, and Vietnamese 

media.

Bruce Klingner is a Senior Research Fellow for Northeast Asia at the 

Heritage Foundation’s Asian Studies Center. Klingner’s analysis and 

writing about North Korea, South Korea and Japan, as well as related 

issues, are informed by his two decades at the Central Intelligence 

Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agency. Klingner was the CIA’s 

Deputy Division Chief for Korea. 

______________________________________________

“The fondest memory I have is actually the first day: coming in and 

sitting around a table of very accomplished and thoughtful folks from the 

diplomatic community to other banks and fund managers to NGOs to folks 

who have put their entire lives into thinking about global situations and 

Korea specifically.” 

-Bob Savage, CEO, CCTrack Solutions
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Korea and Washington: 
From the Hill to NGOs
Frank Jannuzi
Mansfield Foundation

Keith Luse
National Committee on North Korea

 
North Korea’s Economy
Nicholas Eberstadt
Political Economy
American Enterprise Institute

Korea and East Asia: 
A Regional Overview
Ralph Cossa
Pacific Forum CSIS

Kyunghee Choi serves as Security Information Analyst in the UN’s 

Department of Safety and Security and is responsible for the Asia-Pacific 

region. She served in the ROK military.

Mark Christopher is President of Blackpeak Americas. He worked for 

a decade for an international corporate intelligence provider and wrote 

earlier on China natural resource and commodity issues at the Council on 

Foreign Relations. 

Denise Duran is an International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

delegate to the United Nations. She spent much of her career in ICRC’s 

operational field delegations. 

 

Tim Ferguson is Editor of Forbes Asia. Prior, he spent twelve years at The 

Wall Street Journal as editorial features editor, business world columnist 

and member of the editorial board. 

 

David Hutchinson is a Principal Legal Officer in the Office of the Legal 

Counsel with the United Nations. David has worked on peacekeeping, 

special political missions, mediation, cooperation with the ICC, 

establishment of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 

(ECCC), and cooperation with and support to the International Criminal 

Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda (ICTY and ICTR). 

 

David Y. Lee is a political adviser at the US Mission to the United 

Nations, where he is the lead officer on DPRK sanctions and 

nonproliferation matters and counterterrorism and counter-ISIL 

issues. David served in the White House, most recently as Director for 

Nonproliferation Policy at the National Security Council. 

 

Tomoko Okuno is a Deputy Director at the Japan Society. Prior, she 

worked for the Japan National Tourist Organization and in the translation 

and public relations fields. 

 

Matt Pottinger, now Deputy National Security Advisor, was Senior 

Associate at Davidson Kempner Capital Management. Matt completed 

three combat deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan as a U.S. Marine.

Felicity Roxburgh is First Secretary and Alternate Political Coordinator 

at the New Zealand Permanent Mission to the United Nations. She is 

responsible for nonproliferation and disarmament issues, including  those 

concerning the DPRK. 
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Lena Savelli is a Political Affairs Officer in the Office of the UN Secretary 

General and covers Northeast Asia. She held several positions within 

United Nations humanitarian agencies for a decade, working on 

humanitarian food assistance to the DPRK, Indonesia, Haiti, the Philippines 

and Sri Lanka. 

Ralph Cossa is President of Pacific Forum CSIS and senior editor 

of Comparative Connections. Ralph served in the US Air Force from 

1966 to 1993 and was as special assistant to the commander of US 

Pacific Command. 

Nicholas Eberstadt holds the Henry Wendt Chair in Political 

Economy at the American Enterprise Institute. He writes extensively on 

demographics and economic development with an eye toward North 

Korea and Northeast Asia.  

Frank Jannuzi is President of the Mansfield Foundation and writes 

extensively on East Asia policy issues. For twelve years, he advised Senators 

Joseph Biden and John Kerry as a principal staffer in the US Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee.  

Keith Luse is Executive Director of the National Committee on North 

Korea. For over a decade, he was the Senior East Asia Policy Advisor for 

Senator Richard G. Lugar in the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

______________________________________________

“I just completed the Kim Koo Fellowship Program. It was terrific. 

As part of the Korea Center [for International Finance] I have an 

opportunity to go to many different meetings involving Korea, and 

these were very good meetings.”

-Charles Kimball, Managing Director, Korea Center for International Finance
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Recent History and New 
Developments: Korea 
and Northeast Asia
Charles Armstrong
Columbia University

Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
(discussant)
UN Panel of  Experts

 
Engaging North Korea
Stephan Haggard
UCSD 

Tom Byrne
The Korea Society
	
Sean King (discussant)
Park Strategies

Bilateral Relations and 
Unification Scenarios
Sue Mi Terry
BowerGroupAsia

Samuel Martell (discussant)
UN Department of Political Affairs

Caroline Adenberger has been the Austrian Deputy Trade 

Commissioner for the US in New York since 2014. Prior, she was the 

Deputy Director of the Office of Science and Technology at the Austrian 

Embassy in Washington DC. 

 

Ellen Alradi is a team leader and senior director in the UN Department 

of Political Affairs Asia Pacific Division. Prior, she liaised for DPA with the 

EU and other European multilateral organizations on democracy, drugs, 

crime, migration, and minority issues.   

 

Rafael de Bustamante Tello is first counsellor at the EU Delegation 

to the United Nations working on human rights and social affairs since 

September 2012. He worked prior at the EU Council Secretariat and 

European External Action Service in Brussels. 

 

Martin Cooles covers global threats issues in the United Nations 

Security Council, with a particular focus on the DPRK and sanctions. 

Prior, he specialized in Middle East Economic and Security issues, and 

was posted in Tehran. 

 

Amy Dowler has been an Associate Political Affairs Officer with the 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs since October 2014. Prior, 

Amy worked in the United Nations Operations and Crisis Centre 24/7 

watch room. 

 

Timothy Foley is a Senior Analyst at Chalkstream Capital, where he 

helped implement a Korea-focused investment strategy. Prior, Tim 

was a Senior Analyst covering alternative investments at EFG Asset 

Management. 

  

Eliot Jung is Executive Director in JPMorgan Chase Global Cybersecurity 

Operations. Prior, he was a Foreign Service Officer and Advisor at the US 

State Department. 

Edie Lederer has been the Chief United Nations Correspondent for the 

Associated Press since 1988. She has worked on every continent, save 

Antarctica, covering war, famine, nuclear issues and political upheaval. 

 

Elizabeth Lee is a political adviser at the US Mission to the UN, where 

she is the lead negotiator on Security Council issues pertaining to 

human rights in the DPRK.  She joined the Foreign Service in 2007 and 

served in South Korea, Laos, Israel, and Iraq.  
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Lucy Lee is partner at Akin Gump. Prior, she was a partner at Ernst and 

Young LLP. 

 

Robert Nolan is the Director of Communications and Content Strategy 

at Carnegie Corporation. Prior, he was editor-in-chief at the Foreign 

Policy Association and producer of the PBS series Great Decisions in 

Foreign Policy. 

 

Gina Pattugalan heads the Humanitarian and Transitions Team of the 

UN World Food Programme’s New York Office. Prior, Ms. Pattugalan was 

Policy Officer at WFP Headquarters in Rome. 

 

Jacky Tong works at the United Nations Department of Public 

Information. He conducts research, monitors news, and prepares talking 

points on UN-related topics. 

 

Alexander (Sandy) Wolfson is a Managing Director and Head of Global 

Country Risk Management at Citigroup. He is responsible for assessing 

and managing country risk across Citi’s global franchises, setting limits on 

country risk exposure and running the Country Risk Committee.

Charles Armstrong  is the Korea Foundation Professor of Korean Studies 

at Columbia University. He is the author or editor of five books, including 

Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World, 1950-1992, a Fairbank 

Prize winner, and The Koreas. 

Thomas Byrne is Korea Society President, a Columbia University and 

Georgetown University adjunct professor. Prior he worked for Moody’s 

Investor Services, where he was Regional Manager, Spokesperson, and 

Director of Analysis for the Sovereign Risk Group in the Asia Pacific and 

Middle East regions. 

Stephan Haggard is Director of UCSD’s Korea Pacific Program and 

Distinguished Professor of Political Science. Haggard has written 

extensively on the political economy of North Korea, co-authoring Famine 

in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform and Witness to Transformation: 

Refugee Insights into North Korea. 

 

Sue Mi Terry was BowerGroupAsia’s Managing Director for Korea. 

Prior, Terry served as a senior research scholar at the Weatherhead 

East Asian Institute and National Intelligence fellow at the Council on 

Foreign Relations.  
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Korea and Managing Security 
General (ret.) Walter “Skip” Sharp
former Commander
UNC/CFC/USFK

North Korea Military and Markets 
Hazel Smith 
University of Central Lancashire

 
Korea and Managing Investment
Nicholas Bratt
Lazard Asset Management

Korea and Managing Policy
Sung-Yoon Lee
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy

Stephen Noerper
The Korea Society

Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt is a Member of the United Nations Panel 

of Experts. She was Director of the Asia Pacific Program at the United States 

Institute of Peace and served as China Adviser and Northeast Asia Project 

Director for the International Crisis Group in Beijing.  

  

Cara Anna covers the United Nations for The Associated Press. She 

has published on Salon.com and written for The Christian Science 

Monitor, and Los Angeles Times. 

  

Rorry Daniels is Deputy Director of the National Committee on 

American Foreign Policy. She holds a Masters degree from the NYU 

Center for Global Affairs.

Nikita Desai was Director of Policy and Corporate Programs at the 

Korea Society and Pacific Forum CSIS Young Leader for 2016-2017. 

She served prior with the Asia Society and Near East South Asia 

Center for Strategic Studies.  

 

Youngwan Kim is a Member of the UN Panel of Experts. He served 

prior with Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of 

Unification.  

Sean King is Vice President of Park Strategies, managed by former 

US Senator Alfonse D’Amato. King served as a senior advisor at the 

US Department of Commerce and with PricewaterhouseCoopers and 

Citibank, and appears in major media.

Hyunjin Koo oversees the Investment and Communications 

program at Gale International. She facilitates investment in the 

Songdo International Business District (IBD).

 

Myung-Soo Lee is Senior Research Scholar at NYU’s US-Asia 

Law Institute. She works on legal issues concerning North Korea’s 

economic development, public international law, and comparative 

legal analysis involving East Asian countries. 

Samuel Martell is Political Affairs Officer in the Asia and the 

Pacific Division of the United Nations Department of Political Affairs. 

He is responsible for DPRK affairs and earlier was political officer for 

the Horn of Africa. 
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Angela Moon is Wall Street correspondent at Thomson Reuters. 

Author of Minutes from Wall Street, she was honored by the UN and 

Korean Broadcasting System. 

Connyoung (Jennifer) Moon is an anchor and senior reporter at 

Arirang TV. She appears on-air for breaking news coverage. 

James Park is a principal at at James Park Consulting, and was 

an associate and project manager at HLW International and Kohn 

Pedersen Fox Associates. 

 

Junbeom Pyon is an Associate Political Affairs Officer at the UN 

Department of Political Affairs. He worked prior the Brookings 

Institution and the Korea Institute for Defense Analysis. 

 

Julia Quincy researches Japanese Constitutional Law and is author 

of Visualizing War; Affirming Peace Provisions, published in East-

West Connections. She holds a Masters degree from NYU.

 

Philip Schell is an Associate Expert with the UN Department of 

Political Affairs.  He worked prior as a researcher at the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute. 

 

Neil Watts is a Member of the UN Panel of Experts. He served in 

the South African Naval Inspectorate General’s Naval Education and 

Training Directorate and Joint Operations.

 

Fei Xing is a Political Affairs Officer in the UN Department of 

Political Affairs, working on the Korean Peninsula and Northeast 

Asia. She worked prior in UNHCR and the Counterterrorism 

Committee Executive Directorate . 

Nick Bratt is Managing Director, Portfolio Manager and Analyst at Lazard 

Asset Management LLC.  He served prior as Director of Global Equities at 

Scudder Investments.

Sung Yoon Lee is Kim Koo-Korea Foundation Professor of Korean Studies 

at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. An associate at the Korea 

Institute at Harvard, he appears frequently in major media and is author 

of The Seoul-Beijing-Tokyo Triangle: Terra-Centric Nordpolitik vs. Oceanic 

Realpolitik and numerous publications.

 

Stephen Noerper is a Korea Society Senior Director, Columbia University 

adjunct professor, and Weatherhead East Asia Institute and Pacific Forum 

CSIS fellow. He was a State Department senior analyst, publishes widely, 

and appears in major media. 

 

Walter “Skip” Sharp is a retired United States Army four-star general, 

who served as the Commander, United Nations Command/ROK-US 

Combined Forces Command/US Forces Korea from 2008-2011. He served 

as Director of the Joint Staff from 2005-2008. 

Hazel Smith is a Professor and Director of the International Institute 

of Korean Studies  at the University of Central Lancashire. She served as 

a visiting fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center, East West 

Center, US Institute of Peace, and Stanford University. 
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